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Were you allowed to watch shows 
like “SpongeBob” as a child? Reflect 
on parental media restriction.
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Zooming in

Students at Branham provide and receive tutoring 
both within and outside of Branham. Explore the 
benefits of tutoring.
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EMMETT SPEAR
Staff Writer

The Branham Ethnic Studies course 
will implement a new curriculum 

for juniors and seniors focusing on wom-
en and gender studies, beginning in the 
2025-2026 school year.
The curriculum is 

the product of re-
quests by students 
for a class focusing 
on gender-relat-
ed topics within 
the ethnic studies 
framework, and is 
being developed 
by Ethnic Studies 
teacher Stefanie 
Menera, who will 
be teaching the 
course, and former Ethnic Literature 
teacher Michael Espinoza. Menera be-
lieves that the course provides a more 
focused discussion within the broader 
Ethnic Studies curriculum.
“We look at, what is race, what is class? 

How do these things show up in our 
regular [schedule]?” Menera said. “How 
have these identities influenced people 
to start movements throughout history? 
That can be a lot to cover because there 
are so many people and communities, 
[and] unfortunately, they get pushed out 
to the margins.”
The course currently has four tentative 

Inside
Ethnic Studies
Explore the new 
Ethnic Studies 
curriculum being 
implemented 
next year.  
Page 3

CLASS CURRICULUM

Women and gender 
studies curriculum is 
implemented within 
Ethnic Studies class

ALYX YOON
Staff Writer

On Dec. 18, 2024, the first day of fi-
nals, the College Board shut down 

for many classes, disrupting testing time.
The College Board introduced digital 

testing for 28 Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses in the beginning of this school 
year. To accommodate the new testing for-
mats, AP classes have switched to digital 
assignments, quizzes and tests throughout 
the first semester. However, platform bugs 
and crashes have raised concerns regarding 
the national AP exams in May. 
One of the classes that went digital is AP 

United States History (APUSH). Despite 
plans to conduct the three-part final dig-
itally, the College Board AP Classroom 
platform stopped working and Branham’s 
APUSH teacher Christopher Mock had 
to improvise. 
Changing the testing format to paper 

not only caused students to unexpectedly 
hand write responses but also delayed the 
testing schedule, eliminating the previous-
ly planned short break in between testing 
segments.
“I’ve been trying to be more mindful 

SEE ETHNIC STUDIES  • PAGE 3

SEE AP CLASSES • PAGE 2

Recent plane crashes across the media 
create fear while students prepare to travel 

during upcoming breaks

PLANE CRASHES

ENOCH SHIN
Staff Writer

With students returning from Presi-
dent’s Week break and spring break 

around the corner, Branham students are trav-
eling worldwide. However, many worry about 
how recent plane crashes affect their travel. 
Airplane crashes have caught the attention 

of the media recently. Nationally, on Jan. 29, 
an American Airlines plane and an Army he-
licopter collided and crashed near Reagan Na-
tional Airport in the Potomac River, leaving 
no survivors and labeled as the deadliest US 
aviation disaster since 2001. 
President Trump addressed this problem, 

saying that the country was in mourning over 

the loss of 67 lives in the American Airlines 
plane and that this day was “an hour of an-
guish.” 
Other crashes have garnered international 

attention. The Jeju Air airplane crash at Muan 
National Airport claimed the lives of 179 
people’s lives in December, leaving South Ko-
rea in mourning over one of the worst airplane 
crashes of the century.
California also experienced two airplane 

crashes within the first six days of the new 
year, with a small airplane in Temple City, Ca-
lif. crashing into a home and a Fullerton Calif. 
crash resulting in two deaths and 15 injuries. 
Travel Club president Adam Orenstein 

College 
Board bugs

COLLEGE BOARD

College Board raises 
concerns due to crash 

on finals day
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fatal airplane crashes took place in 
2025 as of Feb. 19, 2025. There were 18 
fatal airplane crashes in 2024 by Feb. 
19, 2024.

people died from a fatal airplane crash 
in 2025 as of Feb. 19, 2025. 42 fatal 
people died from fatal airplane crashes 
in 2024 by Feb. 19, 2024.

Source: National Transportation Safety 
Board

TUTORING

SEE TRAVEL • PAGE 3



ELLIOTT YAU
Science & Health Editor

The gender-neutral restroom, former-
ly located by the cafeteria, was moved 

to the single-stall restroom in the Wellness 
Center before the beginning of second se-
mester.
This isn’t the first time the administration 

decided to move the gender-neutral bath-
room. In February 2022, Branham initially 
established a gender-neutral bathroom in the 
J building, but low visibility and vandalism 
led the school to deem it unsafe for students. 
In September 2022, it was moved to the lo-
cation by the cafeteria, intending to make it 
safer and provide higher visibility.
The results were mixed. Principal Beth Sil-

bergeld said overcrowding, especially during 
lunch, made the restroom unsafe for some 
students. Even though signs in the bathrooms 
displayed the maximum number of people al-
lowed inside, monitoring the restroom and 
enforcing the limit was difficult for staff. 
“We want a safe place for students who don’t 

fit in a gendered bathroom, and the place 
where it was didn’t serve that purpose,” Sil-
bergeld said.
With privacy in mind, the administration 

decided to designate the single-user restroom 
already in the Wellness Center as the gen-
der-neutral restroom and revert the previous 
gender-neutral bathroom near the cafeteria 
back to a girls restroom.
The single-stall restroom will also continue 

to serve its original purpose as the health re-
stroom, which is for students who don’t feel 
well or have doctor’s notes. With grab bars 
on the walls as well as an open space wide 
enough for wheelchairs and crutches, the re-
stroom is set up to accommodate the needs of 
any student. 
“The bathroom in the Wellness Cen-

ter meets the need of being a safe place for 
students who don’t fit into one of the gen-
dered bathrooms,” Silbergeld said. “Because 
it is a single stall, there cannot be more than 
one person in a stall, so it allows for privacy, 
[which is] one component of safety.”
However, some students, like sophomore 

Ash Diner, disagrees with the decision to 
move the gender-neutral bathroom. Diner, 
who is transgender, only used that bathroom 
by the cafeteria and ASB room, and was sur-
prised to find the signs switched without any 
prior notification, especially since she didn’t 
consider overcrowding a major issue.
“I was angry about it because it was pretty 

much the only one I used and there wasn’t re-
ally a point where I felt uncomfortable,” Din-
er said. “I felt as safe being in there as com-
pared to if I went to a gendered bathroom.”
Diner said crowding could have been related 

to the fact that it was the only gender-neu-
tral bathroom on campus and only had three 
stalls. Crowding could also have blocked peo-

ple who needed to use the bathroom from 
doing so, especially since Branham lacks oth-
er gender-neutral bathrooms.
According to Diner, moving the bathroom 

created more problems, especially since it’s 
now located inside a separate building away 
from other bathrooms, and the awkward lo-
cation may discourage other students from 
going to the gender-neutral bathroom.
“Anyone who might not be comfortable 

being in a gendered bathroom now [doesn’t] 
have as comfortable of an option. The option 
is still there, but it’s way less accessible,” Din-
er said. “[It will deter people from using it, 
and people might end up going to a gendered 
bathroom because it’s their only option.”
The move comes with some trade-offs af-

fecting other students as well. Health clerk 
Ana Yescas said the move will result in higher 
traffic to the Wellness Center.
“At times it may be a little busy and they’ll 

have to wait a little longer,” Yescas said, at-
tributing longer wait times to higher traffic 
and some students’ mobility needs.
Since there is only one stall, staff cannot 

keep track of what’s going on inside, so the 
Wellness Center requires students to leave 
their phone and backpack outside to prevent 
long delays and illicit activity. 
Diner offers simple solutions to these prob-

lems — return the bathroom to how it was, or 
create more accessible options.
“Switching the signage for any of the bath-

rooms somewhere across campus [is] all you 
need to do,” Diner said, adding that chang-
ing the gender-neutral bathroom’s location 
won’t prevent students from misbehaving 
elsewhere. “People will vape or do drugs re-
gardless. That’s not gonna stop them. And if 
they [want to] crowd, they’ll crowd. You can’t 
make kids act [differently] if they want to act 
a certain way.”
Senior Paxton Burke, who previously served 

in Branham’s Student Senate and advocated 
for more gender-neutral bathrooms, also op-
poses the move.
“You can’t punish a group of students for 

something they didn’t do,” Burke said. “The 
people who need gender-neutral restrooms 
aren’t the people disrespecting them.”
Burke acknowledged that having staff mem-

bers stand outside the restrooms can be un-
comfortable, but there is a better solution.
“The number one way to solve that is com-

municating with students that actually use the 
resources,” Burke said. “Admin interaction or 
outreach to specific student groups [is] some-
thing that I’d really like to see because stu-
dents want to be heard, and it feels like they’re 
being abandoned. Now is especially a time 
when it’s really hard to be a trans student, and 
so seeing admin essentially abandon people’s 
needs, for what I presume is convenience for 
them, it’s really disappointing.”

BEAR WITNESS     |    FEBRUARY 2025     |     BHSBEARWITNESS.NOTION.SITE

NEWS

RESTROOM RELOCATED

Elliott Yau/Bear Witness
The new gender-neutral bathroom, a single-user bathroom in the Wellness Center previously used exclu-
sively as the health restroom, is marked with a gender-neutral sign.
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Highlights: The highlighting 
tool allows students to mark up 
and highlight the text.

Gender-neutral bathrooms in educational facilities
In 2023, the California State Legislature passed Senate Bill No. 760, amending requirements for bathrooms in California educational 
facilities for all schools to implement before July 1, 2026. Senate Bill No. 760 Section 3, Subdivision (b)(1)(A) requires at least one-all 
gender restroom in California educational facilities.

Senate Bill No. 760 Section 3, Subdivision (b)(1)(A): 
Provide and maintain at least one all-gender restroom for pupil use that meets the following requirements:
(i) Has signage identifying the bathroom facility as being open to all genders and in conformity with Title 24 of the California Code of 
Regulations.
(ii) Is available for pupil use, consistent with the requirements of subdivision (a), as unlocked, unobstructed, easily accessible by any 
pupil, and consistent with existing pupil access to sex-segregated restrooms.
(iii) Is consistent with the requirements pursuant to Section 35292.6.
(iv) Is available during school hours and school functions when pupils are present.

Gender-neutral bathroom moved to Wellness Center

GENDER-NEUTRAL BATHROOM
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about making sure that [the class finishes] on 
time, even though we’re giving them as realistic 
of a test as possible, and giving them some time 
to relax between tests, but I couldn’t do that,” 
Mock said. “I was scrambling to give [the stu-
dents] paper [tests].”
Although Mock was able to find an alternative 

solution, he said he felt the worst for his students 
since they had to work past the bell due to lost 
time. 
“A lot of students are more used to typing, and 

all of a sudden they have to hand write an essay,” 
Mock said. “[There was an] uncertainty because 
some students were like ‘Oh no, what are we go-
ing to do?’”
Some teachers, however, were unable to find 

an effective solution to the unexpected change. 
Another newly digital class is AP World Histo-
ry (WHAP). WHAP teacher Sarah MacInnes 
had to quickly think of another method for her 
students to take their final since she did not have 
paper copies. Students had to write down mul-
tiple choice answers on binder paper with the 
questions presented on the projector. 

“I will always have paper copies as a backup be-
cause I don’t trust College Board anymore,” Ma-
cInnes said. “Throughout the year, it had always 
worked on other tests that I had done online, so I 
didn’t have paper copies [this time].”
WHAP student sophomore Wyatt Tapia who 

had to take his final in the alternative format said 
it was a “pain in the butt” and experienced many 
difficulties from the sudden change.
“Anytime someone needed to see a question 

again, the whole class would have to stop their 
progress because the other kid needed to see that 
question, so it was a total pain,” Tapia said.
The College Board crash created uneasiness 

about inconsistencies throughout the platform, 
especially for the upcoming AP exam in May. 
“I’m a little worried something like this might 

come up again, especially since the AP exam has 
a lot more people and College Board can’t handle 
a row of classrooms entering their website,” Tapia 
said.
With the push to digitize AP classes, Mock said 

switching to online testing is not “necessarily the 
best idea.” 

“One of my biggest concerns was I didn’t know 
if [College Board was] ready to do that,” Mock 
said.
Students and teachers were concerned about 

the annotation feature, which is supposed to be 
on the exam but wasn’t added to the testing plat-
form until January, after finals. Along with the 
annotation feature, College Board introduced a 
line reader tool to help students focus while read-
ing test content and a new secure testing format 
without alerting teachers and students.
“A lot of times with College Board, they make 

changes in the middle of the school year, and they 
don’t tell us that it’s coming,” Mock said. “A lot of 
times they’re not really prepared for it, and then 
they’re trying to fix things in the middle of hav-
ing students do it.”
In late January, teachers attended a professional 

development session where they learned how to 
use the new tools and teach it to students.
“There’s a lot of unknowns and outside factors 

that students in the school [don’t] have much 
control over that could mess up the testing expe-
rience,” Mock said.

From  PAGE 1

AP CLASSES | College Board bugs raise concerns
New College Board tools introduced 
in January

Notes: The notes feature allows 
students to leave notes and 
comments to revisit throughout 
the text.

Line reader: The line reader 
isolates lines of text to help 
students focus while reading 
passages.
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“I love the spirit of performing 
and seeing everybody smile 
afterwards. It’s an opportunity 
to perform for [the au-
dience] and with your 
friends. ”
Senior Harrison Truitt after 
performing at Acoustic Night.

News highlights 
visit @bhsbearwitness
Branham’s Got Talent showcases musical talent

On Feb. 10, Branham conducted their annual “Bran-
ham’s Got Talent” contest, competing for seven awards 
with the grand prize of $100. The winners were seniors 
Matsya Vinodh, Daniel Yarbrough, Gautam Kha-
juria and juniors Iker Estrada and Will Tischhauser 
who performed “Funkytown”. 

“There’s no way to get used to [performing] other than 
doing it,” Vinodh said. 

Vinodh said he believes his repeated performance 
experience has helped him as a performer.

“I saw people really sad that they made a mistake on 
stage,” he said. “I can guarantee you that nobody cares if 
you make a mistake.”

Junior Landon Allen performed multiple times. One 
of the performances was of the song “Underneath the 
Lovely London Sky” from “Mary Poppins Returns” which 
he sang and played the piano to, along with a back track 
of 10 other instruments he played.

“It was hard,” he said. “I was definitely pressed for 
time in terms of getting it all finished. It took a bunch of 
recordings, and eventually came together.”

— Aidan Weiler

Bionic Bruins club hosts the Beat the Bay Vex 
Robotics tournament

44 robotics teams gathered in Branham’s gym in early 
February for the Beat the Bay tournament, a Vex Robotics 
V5 regional competition hosted by Branham’s Bionic 
Bruins club. 

This year’s game, High Stakes, featured an autonomous 
park and a driver-controlled part in which two alliances of 
two teams competed to score rings on states, place mobile 
goals and climb the central ladder with their robots.

Bionic Bruins entered teams: 6374B, 6374X and 6374G.
Team 6374B advanced to final match as the Blue Alliance 

with the 1228S Maestro team losing by a score of 30-5 to 
the Red Alliance.

1806X Parallelogram, part of the Red Alliance, consisted 
of a team of all freshmen including team member Ethan 
Huang.

“Winning here honestly feels great,” Huang said, espe-
cially since Parallelogram lost a previous tournament. “It 
feels like a redemption.”

— Elliott Yau

Eight grade family night showcases Branham clubs 
and programs

Branham introduced its incoming freshmen on eighth grade 
family night on Feb. 6. The students explored the campus and 
interacted with many stands advertising Branham’s clubs, 
courses and sports team, giving them an opportunity to 
experience a taste of Branham high school.

The event featured multiple dances and skits from clubs, 
demonstrating the diversity of Branham’s vast communities. 
The dances gave students the opportunity to witness many 
different aspects of life at Branham. The performances ranged 
from choreographed dances from the mandarin class to a 
sneak peek at backstage bruins newest production of Chicago. 

Sophomore Chloe Gao introduced eighth graders to 
marching band during family night. She said that the event 
was a great opportunity for students to gauge what they want 
to participate in at Branham.

“I was able to help a lot of people,” Gao said. “If you’re 
passionate about advocating for a club or whatever you’re 
interested in, it’s a really good experience.”

—  Nithya Karambakkam and Kianna Sanchez

thinks that the recent airplane crashes may cre-
ate fear among his club members. 
“Some club members could worry about this,” 

Orenstein said. “I have one Travel Club mem-
ber who’s only been on a plane once, and I could 
understand how hearing the stories of planes 
having malfunctions, planes crashing and peo-
ple dying could scare them and prevent them 
from traveling on planes in the future.” 
According to Dr. Bob Baron, the CEO of the 

Aviation Consulting Group, one of the reasons 
why fear surrounds airplane crashes is because 
the news and media commonly sensationalize 
them through fear and shock value, and news 
channels report on speculation and factual in-
accuracies. 
A study conducted by Fast Company, an 

American business magazine, affirms this, with 
43% of readers reporting feeling scared to go 
onto an airplane after reading a story about an 
airplane crash. 
“It’s not good because these events are so rare,” 

Orenstein said. “But if you aren’t as comfortable 
and familiar with traveling via airplane, then 
these highly publicized negative events regard-
ing planes could scare you.”
Sophomore Arjun Rasha, who plans on at-

tending the school trip to France during spring 
break with other classmates, offers a perspective 
similar to Orenstein’s. 
“If [plane crashes] get big enough in the news, 

it could affect some people that are scared of 
airplanes, and that could impact how much 
people travel on airplanes,” Rasha said. 
Orenstein worries about how plane crashes 

will present obstacles for club members in the 
future. 
“It’s a giant obstacle in my club because, de-

spite these increasing stories about planes hav-
ing malfunctions, my members are still traveling 
just as much,” Orenstein said. “They still love to 
travel just as much as they always have, but I’m 
just concerned that in the future, it might affect 
my club members’ desire to travel because of 
their own feelings of safety.”
While airplane crashes are jointly seen as rare, 

malfunctions and delays are more common to 
encounter. 
Having traveled to four continents, Social Sci-

ence teacher Sarah MacInnes enjoys traveling 
domestically and internationally. She chaper-
ones school trips as a member of Education 
First (EF), a program that helps teachers travel 
with students together. She has helped over 20 

students, ranging from groups of nine to 13, 
and has traveled internationally to South Korea, 
the Galapagos Islands, and other countries for 
educational purposes. 
Although MacInnes thinks that she isn’t di-

rectly affected by airplane crashes, she has en-
countered delays from malfunctions and tech-
nicalities while chaperoning before. 
“On my first trip, we [got] delayed for 24 

hours in Miami because the airline delayed us 
from taking off for possibly a mechanical issue 
or the airplane staff just hadn’t fueled up the 
plane the night before,” MacInnes said. “They 
realized they had to fuel the plane when we 
were already at the airport. The plane delayed 
us by a couple of hours, which was not a fun 
experience because we should have been on the 
equator at that point.”
Despite being wary about recent plane crash-

es, her passion for traveling remains unaffected. 
“It’s really unfortunate, and it does remind you 

of the not 100% safety of travel when you see 
these stories,” MacInnes said. “But for me, al-
though there’s an obvious risk, especially like a 
plane or a train, ultimately, the experiences you 
get outweigh the fear of something going po-
tentially wrong.”
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units. The first unit will focus on 
the portrayal of gender roles in 
the media and how they can be 
challenged.
“The class is going to be new 

in this curriculum, so we’re go-
ing to build it as we go,” Menera 
said. “Hopefully the students who 
take the class can help me to help 
them and curate the class to what 
they’re looking for.”
Senior Neil Karote, a current 

Ethnic Studies student, believes 
the new curriculum will provide 
an opportunity to recognize the 
role of gender throughout history, 
an important component for cre-
ating change.
“The more we talk about it and 

the more platforms we provide, 
the more change we’ll see,” Karote 
said.
Menera observed a similar need 

for a gender-focused curriculum 
from students who shared their 
experiences with sexism and ho-
mophobia.
“[Sexism and homophobia] was 

a big part of the reason that these 
students presented the idea that 
a [gender-focused curriculum] 
could be really beneficial to un-
derstand how a small comment 
or joke to one student is actually 
rooted in a much larger system,” 
Menera said, “and that much larg-
er system affects people in very 
specific and sometimes harmful 
ways.”
Junior Avni Almal, who plans 

to take the course next year, be-
lieves that the curriculum would 
be important in discouraging the 
dissemination of misinformed 
views on gender roles throughout 
society.
“Having a strong understanding 

of things like different interpre-
tations of feminism and struggles 
of the queer community are really 

crucial to being 
able to engage 
in meaningful 
d i s c o u r s e 
and make 
c h a n g e 
in the fu-
ture,” Al-
mal said.
Menera 

plans for 
the class 
to expand 
f u r t h e r 
o u t s i d e 
of women 
and gender 
studies into 
life skills, such as 
analysis or media 
literacy, which she 
says is a pressing is-
sue for the upcom-
ing generations.
“My hope is that we 

can watch films that 
students have seen 
before, listen to artists 
that make music that 
students are interested 
in, take something that 
we’re already consuming 
in our day-to-day lives 
and add that extra layer 
of analysis and try to un-
derstand what this could 
mean beyond what we 
might have understood it 
to mean before,” Menera 
said.
Karote says the new 

curriculum will offer 
new opportunities to 
learn about different mar-
ginalized groups and promote 
better recognition of their strug-
gles throughout society.
“It helps us navigate social [and] 

political problems, and it’s im-
portant to talk about these stories 

and 
people who don’t necessari-

ly have platforms because this 
history is still important, but it’s 
often untold,” Karote said.

ETHNIC STUDIES | New curriculum next year

“I have a lot of 
people I know who say, 
‘I can’t draw’ or ‘I suck 
at this,’ but I really think 
that you can. You just 
have to be more confi-
dent in yourself.”
Sophomore Charlotte Homer, who 
won a silver prize for her animation 
in the Korean UCC Contest of San 
Francisco, when talking about art.

OVERHEARD | QUOTES OF THE MONTH FROM OUR ONLINE STORIES

“Jamba Jamboree 
is about bringing 
together the music 
community around 
Branham.”
Band Director Chris Nalls after 
hosting Jamba Jamboree, a 
concert in collaboration with 
middle school bands.

Senior Hari Srivatsan performs a trumpet solo 
during the jazz band’s performance of “Alligator 
Alley” by Michael Daugherty.

TRAVEL | How plane crashes affect traveling
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David Tran/Bear Witness

Elliott Yau/Bear Witness
The Bionic Bruins and the Maestro team work 
together in the final round.

Harrison Truitt performs 
“Hysteria” by Muse with 
The Leatherman.
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NITHYA KARAMBAKKAM
Staff Writer

Math is sometimes seen as an infamously 
difficult subject, even by those interested 

in science, technology, engineering and math. 
Some students struggle to grasp concepts and 
to remedy that, they often try to find tutors. 
There are an abundance of private freelance 

tutors or tutoring facilities, and they are always 
in demand. However, there has always been a 
debate surrounding this practice: is math tutor-
ing truly beneficial?
Yes, it is. Math classes and math tutoring out-

side of school are sometimes given a bad repu-
tation for being very disciplined, but they can 
be very beneficial for certain students.  
Private math centers such as Kumon, Russian 

School of Math and Mathnasium, as well as 
private small-group tutoring, have always been 
a popular choice for parents, due to their sup-
posed positive effect on math education.
According to the research and education sec-

tion at Annenberg Institute at Brown Univer-
sity, in 2022, around 6-7% of U.S. families with 
children between ages six and 17 had paid for 
private tutoring—and that number has not de-
creased. 
Students are often sent to those programs to 

receive a specialized education in math and 
supplement school curriculums. Private pro-
gram syllabi can vary, and sometimes, different 
methods of learning work better for students. 
For example, in San Jose, there are various math 
tracks and therefore, various learning methods. 
In the Campbell Union High School District, 
we use the Integrated Math system — topics 
are typically dispersed throughout a few grade 
levels, so we get a mix of concepts each year. 
By contrast, some schools (both private and 

public) such as Harker and Archbishop Mitty, 
employ a more traditional path. Students prog-
ress from Algebra I to Geometry and so on. 
They learn specific areas each year and have 

a more concentrated focus, rather than learn-
ing a little of everything. Private math tutors 
and centers tend to follow the latter model, and 
some students and parents may prefer that cur-
riculum. 
Although many parents believe that the class-

es are ultimately beneficial for their children, 
numerous students regard their time in private 
math programs as unpleasant. One of the prime 
reasons for that is the added pressure to their 
schoolwork.
Math tutoring centers in particular often give 

out a lot of homework. This just adds to stu-
dents’ heavy load and may negatively impact 
their sleep and mental health. Math tutoring 
can also be stressful because private tutors often 
place more emphasis on speed than schools do. 
However, students will become very efficient 
and skilled in the long run.
Typically, schools don’t place a lot of emphasis 

on solving problems quickly, other than putting 
occasional and generous time limits on exams. 
In comparison, many private programs put 
more emphasis on solving problems with speed.
In fact, many of them are geared towards pre-

paring for math competitions like the Ameri-
can Mathematics Competitions, where speed is 
one of the main skills tested. Doing timed math 
problems can be a harrowing experience, but 
students should evaluate the long-term bene-
fits of this practice before casting judgement: 
unlike schools, private math tutoring will teach 
students how to do math quickly, which can be 
useful in a variety of situations, even outside of 
school and work. 
For example, being able to efficiently calculate 

your finances can be beneficial to a person when 
they have more finances to manage later in life. 
It can also help with better time management, 
problem-solving confidence and can improve 
decision making.
Private math tutoring is also beneficial be-

cause it encourages students to not become 

complacent. Schools often permit students to 
use calculators when solving problems in class, 
and only restrict calculator use during exams. 
However, math tutors often don’t allow calcu-
lator use unless absolutely necessary, because 
many of them train students for competitions 
where calculators are not permitted. This has 
the side effect of developing students’ mathe-
matical intuition and decreasing their depen-
dency on outside tools.
Additionally, public schools in particular are 

known for having large class sizes. Private 
math programs have more targeted, specialized 
teaching with their small groups or one-on-one 
classes. 
Harvard Graduate School of Education stat-

ed that weak math proficiency among U.S. 
students is a strong concern. Math programs 
outside of school can enrich students’ knowl-
edge and keep them up to par with education 
standards. In fact, Kumon math students tend 
to score 5.27 points higher on the math SAT 
section on average.
Regardless of whether or not students enjoy 

their time in private math programs, there is no 
doubt that rigorous practice over a long period 
of time improves their skill and understanding. 
Students benefit from the discipline that pro-

grams offer, and many are in need of the ad-
ditional assistance. They may later appreciate 
what they’ve been taught, but fail to see the 
benefit of programs while they are attending. 
It’s important to remember that the efficacy 

of private math programs and tutoring varies 
student-to-student. Every student is unique.
Math programs can definitely be detrimental 

in a lot of ways. Arguably, the worst possible 
negative impact is that students are pushed 
away from math. They start viewing it as a 
chore, rather than a beautiful subject. 
However, this doesn’t apply to all alumni of 

private math programs — some students en-
joy the style that private programs employ. 
Disregarding students’ level of enjoyment and 
whether or not they come out of the programs 
with a renewed interest in math, it is undeniable 
that their math skills increase. Programs have 
an overall positive impact, because they solidify 
mathematical understanding in students.
Many are reluctant to spend their Saturday 

being dragged to a two-hour math class that 
they never wanted to attend. Yet they will be 
thankful later when they have a strong grasp of 
the subject and are able to solve problems with 
ease.
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Private math programs may be thought of 
negatively, but are ultimately beneficial for 

students’ education.
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Minor problems, 
minor solutions

Problem: Everyone is getting sick. 
How can I keep myself from getting 
sick?

Solution: Everyone should wear 
contamination suits

— Alyx Yoon

Problem: The wifi always runs so 
slow on campus. Its impossible to get 
any work done.

Solution:Install personal satellites 
for each student to ensure high speed 
internet recovery team will track you 
down and force you to come to class 
and work on the group project.

— Dylan Collisson

Problem: Now that school has en-
tered the second semester, I no longer 
have the motivation to complete 
homework or any assignments.

Solution: Change the semester 
system into a singular year-long term 
so that students don't feel burnt out 
during the second semester.

	                        — Yujin Cho

Problem: It's too cold in February 
and I'm forced to wear the same 
boring warm clothes.

Solution: Heat all the classrooms 
to April weather for the next month.
will track you down and force you to 
come to class and work on the group 
project.

— Ava Stark

Problem: People who say they 
haven’t studied at all for a test and 
then ace it because they studied 
every night for 3 hours.

Solution: Give punishments to 
people who lie to their friends about 
how much they’ve studied for a test

— Tibault Theon

“The usual?” my barista asks, while simultaneously entering my 
iced vanilla latte with almond milk into the machine. There’s 

something so comforting in that moment, handing over crinkled 
bills, in exchange for the feeling of comfort in your beloved place.

While it may seem small, having a place where someone re-
members your name and being greeted with the occasional “how 
are you?” automatically brings a smile to my face during my 
(almost daily) visits to my local coffee shop, Spectra – my “third 
place”. 

Third places are familiar, public hotspots outside of our homes 
(the first place) and our workplace (the second place) where 
you can informally connect with others and gain a sense of the 
community.

Sociologist Ray Oldenburg first coined the term in his 1989 
book, The Great Good Place. He argued that third places are 
essential to living a balanced and fulfilling life and often serve as 
the “societal glue” that binds a community together. 

For example, in popular culture, a third place would be con-
sidered to be “Central Perk” from Friends or “Luke’s Diner” in 
Gilmore Girls. 

A library, for example, operates as more than a physical es-
tablishment to access information and educational services. 
Libraries serve as a vital third place that welcomes all members 
of society regardless of race, gender and socioeconomic status. 
It fosters socialization and community whether it be through 
public guest speaker events, children's play areas, group works-

paces or interior cafes. 
These third places serve as the perfect space for such socializati-

on. Third places provide a refuge from the pressures of work and 
home life, allowing individuals to recharge, engage with their 
community, and find joy in simple, everyday interactions.

Yet, despite their significance, in post-pandemic years, third 
places in San Jose have slowly slipped away. Our Boba Pub right 
next door, Barnes and Noble in Almaden Plaza and Mama Mia 
Bar in downtown San Jose, are only a few businesses that have 
shut their doors in the past few months, due to lack of foot traffic 
and financial strains.  

The loss of these spaces fractures social bonds and relationships 
in communities, deprives people of their mental health support 
and contributes to a sense of disconnection, according to the 
National Institute of Health.

The benefits of these spots extend beyond socialization. A sur-
vey from Vail Health reports that brief interactions increase the 
release of oxytocin, serotonin, dopamine and endorphins which 
all improve our emotional and physical well-being. 

Furthermore, the Journal of Epidemiology and Community 
Health found that people who socialized everyday lived longer 
than those who socialized weekly, showing the tangible impact of 
third places on our emotional and mental well-being.

The National Library of Medicine also emphasizes that public 
places provide opportunities to improve social life, develop 
social skills and build confidence among children emphasizing 

how pressing it is to have places like these.
San Jose should take note. By investing in initiatives that 

support third places, like small business grants, outdoor seating 
programs and community-driven events, our city can reinvigora-
te local businesses and bring life back into our third places. San 
Jose can thrive with both tradition and innovation.

When a neighborhood has thriving local businesses, it attracts 
foot traffic, boosts surrounding property values and fosters 
economic activity that benefits the entire city. The National 
Main Street Center reports that for every dollar invested in small 
business support programs, cities see a return of up to $38 in 
economic benefits, including job creation and increased con-
sumer spending. By prioritizing grants and incentives for small 
businesses, San Jose can sustain a healthy economic ecosystem 
where both large-scale developments and community-based 
enterprises coexist.

To start, city officials should prioritize funding for neighbor-
hood coffee shops, independent bookstores and public parks, all 
of which allow for meaningful interaction. San Jose prides itself 
on their progress and innovation, but without lively third places, 
cities become desolate and sterile. Keeping these third places are 
essential. They act as more than just coffee shops or libraries – 
they are the heartbeats of our communities. When we prioritize 
these businesses, it will restore the essence of human connection 
in our city. 

San Jose loses its charm after many third places 
go out of business

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
THIRD PLACES

David Tran/Bear Witness



AVA STARK
Editor-In-Cheif

Newly elected president Donald Trump began his first 
month in office by implementing significant chang-

es. Among them was a decision that raised concerns for 
the funding of the Department of Education.
In the 2024 Republican platform and the Heritage Founda-

tion’s Project 2025, which Trump did not explicitly support but 
has appointed officials to his cabinet who do, it has been stated 
that the new administration plans to remove funding from the 
Department of Education, or get rid of it entirely. 
This could get rid of the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA), other forms of financial aid, support for under-
funded school systems and certain courses that are claimed to 
be “unpatriotic”, such as the teaching of critical race theory, eth-
nicity or gender.
FAFSA in particular, is a form for incoming and current col-

lege students to fill out, to see their eligibility for financial aid. 
It is based on their annual income and other circumstances that 
they report. 
Each year, FAFSA distributes around $120.8 billion to help 

make education more accessible to students.
This type of aid falls under control of the Department of Ed-

ucation, which the new Department of Government Efficiency, 
spearheaded by Trump and Tesla CEO Elon Musk, have made 
plans to attempt to remove. 
The Department of Government Efficiency has made its 

purpose to remove supposed “waste” from the government in 
hopes to help taxpayers, even though what they may consider as 

waste is debatable. This damage to the Department of Educa-
tion could negatively affect the access to aid students are able to 
receive, unfairly keeping higher education out of reach for those 
who can’t afford it. 
According to the Tax Foundation, there have been rising prices 

on necessary goods such as groceries or housing. Despite this, 
new Trump policies are likely going to increase this disparity, 
with things such as tariffs on imported goods. Because of this, 
it’ll be harder for students to have enough financial freedom to 
afford higher education. 
This increases the gap in opportunity levels, making it harder 

for lower income families to have social mobility.
Despite the uncertainty of future financial aid, the state of Cal-

ifornia has been trying to do some damage control. According 
to the executive director of the California Student Aid Com-
mission, Daisy Gonzales, the state is pushing applicants for 
the California Dream Act, Cal Grant and scholarships like the 
Middle Class Scholarship. These are state sources of financial 
aid that will not be affected by the federal government.
These efforts should be the priorities of state and local govern-

ments. Not having access to educational opportunities prevents 
social mobility in a society, which can decrease productivity in 
the workforce and lead to overall lower qualities of life for many, 
according to the National Institute of Health. It needs to be 
a priority for governments to continue to aid their education 
systems despite a lack of federal funding.
This Trump administration will pose many threats to the edu-

cational opportunities for many students, especially financially. 
These policies may not be beneficial to many students across the 
country and can set into motion many future issues.

Because of new federal policies, it’s important for students to 
do research on how to support themselves in their education 
and seek aid where they can get it. Additionally, it’s essential for 
governments to continue to provide the financial aid they can to 
school districts.
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When the Branham Yearbook announced that they would 
be removing senior quotes, they were met with immediate 

uproar from students. In response, the yearbook agreed to bring 
back quotes, but with one caveat—if a single quote was deemed 
inappropriate, then every quote would be completely removed 
from the yearbook. 
This means that one student could ruin this for the entire senior 

class. One person could think they are being funny and proceed 
to destroy a longstanding tradition. Additionally, a student could 
ruin it accidentally, not realizing that their quote would be con-
sidered “inappropriate.” 
Given the extensive yearbook promotion on campus, it is a near 

guarantee that some-
one will go out of their 
way to submit an inap-
propriate quote. 
It is unfair to punish 

the entirety of the se-
nior class because of 
one or two students 

not valuing their peers. A vast majority of the students who sub-
mit quotes are doing it with good intentions—they have spent 
time thinking about their quote, choosing the right one and 
making sure it is school-appropriate. It is wrong to revoke these 

students' privileges for something they didn’t do.
Some students have been looking forward to quotes for a long 

time. They are a well established tradition, ubiquitous in year-
books across the country. To not only take the opportunity away 
from seniors, but to potentially remove it again after bringing it 
back, is ridiculous.
While we acknowledge that maintaining senior quotes does re-

quire extra work from the yearbook staff, quotes are an essential 
part of the yearbook. It is the staff 's job to ensure that the year-
book is the best it can be, and in order to do that, quotes must 
remain. 
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UNTANGLING 
CURLY HAIR STIGMA 

The Trump administration 
leaves questions about financial aid 

for education.

HAIR PROFESSIONALISM

The media’s role in textured hair bias and 
its effect on professional opportunities

PRESIDENTIAL DECISIONS

MISSY KERALAPURA
Staff Writer

With the rise of the ‘natural texture’ hair trend, many wom-
en have started to confidently sport their wavy, curly 

or frizzy hair in everyday outings and the workforce. However, 
while society has come a long way in embracing natural beauty, 
the stigma against textured hair remains deeply entrenched, par-
ticularly in the workforce and media. 
Women in the workplace are often advised to wear their hair 

straight to come off more serious and no-nonsense, as those with 
curly hair are seen as wilder, unprofessional and frazzled, accord-
ing to the University of Wisconsin-Madison Bell Magazine.
During a job interview, women wearing their naturally curly 

hair are more likely to leave a negative first impression, which can 
impact their chances in getting the job. According to a research 
study done with the Creating a Respectful and Open World for 
Natural Hair (CROWN) Act in 2023, 66% of the 1,000 Black 
women surveyed said they changed their hair for job interviews 
and 25% said they were denied job interviews or sent home from 
work because of their hair. Because of this, women in the work-
force risk serious hair damage simply to be taken seriously. 
These statistics reflect broader systemic issues of bias by show-

ing how appearance-based discrimination can affect professional 
opportunities. Although white women with textured hair are af-
fected by these standards, women of color face additional pres-
sure to conform to such Eurocentric beauty standards, which 
prioritizes straight hair and other features historically linked to 
European ideals, due to preexisting racial biases, according to the 
Legal Defense Fund.
This expectation from women with textured hair is not only 

felt in the corporate world, but also extends to political settings. 
For example, women make up around 28% of Congress, howev-

er, only few congresswomen sport natural hairstyles. The women 
who do wear their natural hair face intense backlash and scrutiny, 
even though they are accomplished political leaders. 
For example, Democratic Congresswoman Debbie Wasser-

man Schultz has been mocked by the conservative media for 
her natural curly hair. Conservative political commentator Rush 
Limbaugh said her hair “looks like mayonnaise.” She has also 
been called “Frizzilla” and “She of the Angry Perm” by Fox News 
commentators. Rather than discussing her political actions, they 
simply fixate on her hair. Due to it not conforming to the hair 
standard of a leader, which typically is neat, straight styled hair 

to reflect professionalism, her authority is undermined and 
she is constantly demeaned for how she looks rather 
than what she does. 
No matter a woman’s achievements or qualifica-

tions, their appearance—specifically their ad-
herence to Eurocentric beauty standards—
plays a significant role in how they are 
perceived and treated. This creates a double 
standard, where women in the workforce feel 
the need to alter their natural appearance to 
avoid criticism and be treated like a profession-
al. 
Beyond the workforce, the media plays a prom-

inent role in influencing perceptions of women 
with curly, wavy or frizzy hair. 
There is an assumption, perpetuated through 

the media and by society, that straight hair is 
more attractive than natural textured hair, 
as most protagonists are portrayed with 
straight hair or perfectly curated curling 
iron waves, while the crazy or evil char-
acters have a mane of naturally bushy, 
curly hair. Additionally, a transforma-
tion of a female character emotionally 
also seems to involve their hair going 
from frizzy to a perfect, straight blowout.
A classic example of this is the movie 

“Princess Diaries,” where the main character, Mia Thermopolis, 
starts off as an awkward, frizzy haired teen. When discovering 
that she is a princess, she undergoes a physical transformation 
that takes place alongside her emotional growth, and involves 
a blowout. Her initial curly hair was part of the “before” make-
over pictures, while the “after” was the conventionally attractive 
straight hair. 
Additionally, in “Harry Potter,” an antagonist, Bellatrix 

Lestrange, is portrayed with frizzy unkempt hair to make her 
appear more evil and deranged. 
The list goes on, from hair ads on TV to celebrity hairstyles to 

classic runway looks, the media degrades women with curly hair 
and makes them believe they have to conform to the standard of 
straight hair in order to feel beautiful. 
Hair is a major part of personal identity, and being constantly 

pressured to change it to fit beauty standards is demeaning to 

w o m -
en with textured hair. Society has 
treated naturally curly and frizzy hair 
as something that is not beautiful, pro-
fessional, or acceptable, and has made 

many women feel bad about their hair and 
identity.
However, regardless of what is said by others and the media, 

women should continue to embrace their natural beauty. Thanks 
to the rise of the natural textures trend, more and more women 
are learning to take care of their textured hair and feel proud to 
go out in it. 
sumers originally switched to streaming services to cut down on 

costs and avoid the constant deluge of ads on cable channels, yet 
they’re now dealing with the same issues that streaming prom-
ised to solve. Even as new streaming services pop up and promise 
ad-free, low-cost, high-quality entertainment, inevitably they re-
vert back to their true priorities of making money.
These once-great alternatives to cable continue to inch closer 

and closer to cable’s costs, abandoning their original purpose of 
providing instant access to quality entertainment at reasonable 
prices. 

FINANCIAL FIASCO

David Tran/Bear Witness

David Tran/Bear Witness



NEVAEH GUTIERREZ
Staff Writer

Many students 
get their lunch 

from the school cafete-
ria, but not everyone is 
able to. In a poll taken 
on the Bear Witness In-
stagram, 20% of the 191 
students who answered 
said they have some type 
of dietary restriction. Yet, 
Branham’s cafeteria does 
not fully accommodate many 
of the different dietary restric-
tions that students have. 
Branham’s cafeteria has mul-

tiple different stations for stu-
dents to get their food. At 
lunch, options typically include 
orange chicken, rice, pizza and 
cold items like sandwiches and 
salads. Cafeteria chef Phyllis 
Perakis said the chefs have no 
control over what options are 
made available on the lunch 
menu. 
“Some kids [ask if ] we can 

change it, but it depends on 
what [the district] gives us for 
the menu,” Perakis said. 
The cafeteria does offer 

some vegan and vegetari-
an options, like salads and 
sandwiches. Students can 
also substitute two scoops 
of beans instead of meat on 
their nachos. 
A majority of the options 

include some type of meat or gluten, making them not accessi-
ble to some students. Junior Sarah Osband, a vegetarian, strug-
gles to find diverse options for her diet in the cafeteria. 
“There’s not many good options. You have the pizza and the 

yogurt,” Osband said. “It gets repetitive.”
Students are able to get lunch either from the large cafeteria or 

the food carts around campus. However, the food carts have sig-
nificantly fewer options than the large cafeteria and the options 
for people with dietary restrictions are even more limited.  
“I would love to see some vegetarian salads added to the smaller 

carts,” Osband said. “It’s not as much of an issue in the cafeteria, 
but it’s definitely harder to access those foods because of the large 
crowds that enter the cafeteria every day and the people who ar-
en’t vegetarian who take those foods first.” 
Sophomore Meghra Somayaji is also vegetarian, but she choos-

es to bring food from home because of the limited options at 
the cafeteria as well as concerns over the limited healthy options 
beyond fruits and vegetables. 
“A lot of the food is not really healthy. If it is healthy, it’s just 

salad, and I [don’t like] vegetables,” Somayaji said. 
While students can suggest new menu items by scanning a QR 

code in the larger cafeteria, ultimately it is up to the district to 
implement them. Osband suggested that instead of creating en-
tirely new menu items, it may be possible to modify menu items 
that already exist.
The Caesar salad is one of the options offered by the cafeteria, 

but it only comes with chicken. Somayaji suggested offering a 
chicken-free version to better accommodate various dietary re-

strictions. 
“Some people don’t 

understand that you can’t pick [chicken] out. That’s not how it 
works. I can’t have an essence of it either,” Somayaji said.
However, preparing even more types of food will take longer for 

cafeteria staff, who start their shift at 6:30 a.m. and work until 
9 a.m. to prepare food for brunch. But the cafeteria is already 
understaffed, and Perakis worries that adding more food may in-
crease their already large workload. 
“[If ] they add more items to the menu, that’s going to be more 

stressful for us,” Perakis said, adding that more food may lead to 
more waste. “We have so many things to do.” 

Students with dietary restrictions struggle 
to find diverse foods in cafeteria

CONSTRAINED CAFETERIA
FOOD

 20% 
of 191 respondents to a Bear 
Witness Instagram poll have dietary 
restrictions.

 5% 
of Americans follow a vegetar-
ian diet. Common reasons for 
vegetarianism, the practice of not 
eating meat, include concern for 
animal welfare and personal health 
benefits. This does not include 
pescaterians, who add fish to a 
vegetarian diet.

 4% 
of Americans follow a vegan diet, 
which means they do not consume 
any animal products, including 
meat, eggs and dairy. Some vegans 
also follow vegan lifestyles and 
avoid using materials from animals, 
like wool and leather. Concern for 
animal welfare and the environ-
ment is the most popular reason for 
this diet or lifestyle. 

Sources: Bear Witness poll, Statista 
and The Humane League
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TIBAULT THOEN
Staff Writer

On the first day of his second presidential term, President 
Donald Trump signed an executive order delaying the ban 

of the popular social media platform TikTok. The move follows 
a multi-year attempt by the U.S. government to ban the app over 
national security concerns related to data collection by its parent 
company, ByteDance, which has ties to the Chinese government.  
The bill that introduced the ban received bipartisan support in 

Congress and was signed into law by former President Joe Biden 
in April 2024, giving ByteDance a year to sell the app. 
After various legal challenges, the Supreme Court ruled that 

the ban did not violate the First Amendment, allowing it to take 
effect on Jan. 19. TikTok became unavailable to Americans for a 
few hours until President-elect Donald Trump promised to de-
lay the ban. After being temporarily removed from app stores by 
Apple and Google, the app is now available for download in the 
U.S. again. 
ByteDance CEO Shou Chew has denied allegations that the 

Chinese government uses TikTok to gather intelligence on the 
U.S. and its citizens. However, Congress continues to view the 
platform as a threat due to its abilities to collect personal infor-
mation and influence citizens’ views. 
Former Boeing Defense Director and current Cisco employ-

ee Jason Amanatullah discusses why the United States is con-
cerned about the potential national security risk. 
“[For TikTok,] it’s not clear what that data could be used for in 

the future,” Amanatullah said. “Farming all of the data becomes a 
risk if we don’t know what that data can be used for.” 
Beyond data collection, Amanatullah also pointed to Tiktok’s 

ability to control the content users see. He explained that the 
platform’s algorithm can push certain narratives, allowing By-
teDance to shape public opinion by influencing what appears on 
users’ feeds.
“[ByteDance can] control a specific sentiment, or push political 

parties, or push even negative sentiment toward one party or an-
other,” Amanatullah said. “There’s also the potential for this more 
dangerous espionage by influencing people to become agents of 
our enemy.”
In 2015, hackers breached the Office of Personnel Management 

(OPM) of the U.S. government and stole background investiga-
tion data of over 20 million federal employees and contractors. 

This incident is one reason why the U.S. government in recent 
years has become more proactive in carrying out antitrust ef-
forts and detecting attempts by the Chinese government to 
influence the American public. 
To many Americans, a TikTok ban might seem like 

an overreaction, but Amanatullah says that TikTok 
can pose a true danger to civilians.
“Your likeness is your intellectual property. You 

will not have that type of control over your prop-
erty if you’re dealing with a Chinese [compa-
ny],” Amanatullah said.
The case has brought greater public attention 

to TikTok’s data use, especially among stu-
dents like junior Amalia Pierce.
“I’ll see something in real life, or talk about 

something, and later on TikTok I’ll see a vid-
eo about it. It makes you think that they’re 
listening,” Pierce said. “I don’t like that. But 
are they doing anything bad with it? I don’t 
know.”
The exposure of this potential data collec-

tion and spying has led many parents to ban 
their kids from using the platform, such as psy-
chology teacher Jennifer McGrath.
“Half the reason I don’t let my kids use [Tik-

Tok] is because I’m concerned about security,” Mc-
Grath said. “[Yet] that’s with any online platform.” 
Previously, other social media platforms have had 

similar scandals with user data breaches. In 2019, Face-
book faced a data breach that saw over 533 million users 
have their personal information and data leaked, according to 
Forbes. Many users were unaware that the platform was storing 
such intricate and specific data on its users and leaving it vul-
nerable to cyber attacks. The scandal ultimately ended with the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) fining Facebook $5 billion for 
mishandling user data and violating privacy regulations.
“They have this ability to influence,” Amanatullah said. “It be-

comes a risk, no different than Facebook, where the goal is to 
drive your eyeballs on the platform for as long as possible. De-
spite what they say, that’s their goal.” 

TikTok ban delayed, national security concerns still exist
Time ticks for TikTok

CYBERSECURITY

 137.5 million 
TikTok users are located in the United States. In 2017, ByteDance acquired 
Musical.ly, a Chinese social media platform with many lip syncing videos, 
and merged it with TikTok the following year.

Sources: Statista and Britannica

Images from Wikipedia and Canva stock. Concept by Bria
nna Gass
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WHAT’S 
NEW IN AI

The January release of a new artificial intelligence model known as DeepSeek-R1 caused stocks 
of tech giants like NVIDIA to plummet in value. Created by a Chinese-based AI start-up, the new 
AI model can match current leading American-based AI using second-rate chips that are a fraction 
of the cost of the current NVIDIA chips used by many American companies. The emergence of an 
AI made without billion-dollar costs in chips and data centers means that more AI companies will 
be able to acquire powerful AI at a much lower cost, possibly allowing greater investment and 
competition with smaller AI start-ups. DeepSeek’s ties to China have also stoked fears about the 
risk of data security and censorship associated with the Chinese government, as well as the start of 
a further global AI arms race.

—Compiled by Emmett Spear Image from DeepSeek and information from  The New York Times.

TOMER VARDI
Staff Writer

According to Grand View Research, the global 
gaming PC market was valued at approximately 

$50.23 billion in 2022 and is projected to grow at a 
rate of 12.9% from 2023 to 2030. This rapid growth 
reflects a shift in how gaming personal computers 
(PCs) are perceived. No longer just tools for enter-
tainment, they are becoming a lifestyle, a creative 
outlet and a passion worth both time and money. 
Whether built from scratch or modified from pre-
built systems, gaming PCs offer opportunities for 
performance, customization and personal expression.
A gaming PC is a collection of specialized parts, 

with each component essential to its functionality. 
The Central Processing Unit (CPU) acts as the brain 
of the system, processing instructions to keep appli-
cations running smoothly. The Graphics Processing 
Unit (GPU) is responsible for rendering the visuals 
of modern games. Additional parts that guarantee 
speed, capacity and stability include the random-ac-
cess memory (RAM), storage and cooling systems.
Gaming PCs stand out due to their vast range of 

customization options. According to PCPartPicker, 
there are over 44,000 unique parts available for sale, 
giving builders an immense level of choice. Wheth-
er it’s a high-end $2,000 NVIDIA RTX 5090 with 
21,090 CUDA cores — optimized for handling 
graphics-intensive tasks — or a more budget-friendly 
$300 NVIDIA RTX 4060 with 3,072 CUDA cores, 
users can tailor their builds to fit their exact needs and 
budget. This flexibility is a significant draw for gamers 
who value control and personalization.
Senior John Sandoval, who has built multiple PCs, 

said that the hobby is accessible despite its technical 
nature.
“If you have the ability to follow Lego instructions, 

it’s just that easy,” Sandoval said.
For senior Max Rosenberg, PC building was a nat-

ural transition from console gaming.
“All my friends had PCs, so I wanted to try it out,” 

Rosenberg said.
Initially accustomed to consoles, Rosenberg found 

that PCs offered not only better performance but also 
more freedom to upgrade and customize. Unlike con-
soles, where users are locked into specific hardware 
for years, PC gamers can continuously update indi-
vidual components, ensuring their system remains up 
to date.
Similarly, English teacher Laura King had primarily 

been a console gamer before purchasing a pre-built 
Lenovo Legion T5. While she found the transition 
exciting, she quickly encountered limitations.
“It’s frustrating because I can’t get the performance 

I want without completely overhauling the system,” 
King said.
For substitute teacher Benjamin Klunpaitoon, the 

appeal of building a PC came from the lack of value 
in pre-built systems.
“Most of the pre-built systems I’ve seen have been 

overpriced with subpar parts,” Klunpaitoon said. “It 
made more sense to build my own. I just asked my 
friends to help me pick the parts.”
Sandoval, who initially started building PCs out of 

necessity, also faced struggles with hardware limita-
tions. His gaming laptop couldn’t handle the perfor-
mance requirements of a VR headset, pushing him to 
explore custom-built solutions. Over time, he came 
to appreciate the level of control that building a PC 
provided.
“It feels like your [personal] machine. You get to 

pick all of the parts, how it performs,” Sandoval said.
This sense of ownership resonates with many hob-

byists who appreciate the ability to troubleshoot and 
upgrade as needed.
Beyond performance, many builders also consid-

er aesthetics when designing their systems. While 
Sandoval prioritizes performance, features like RGB 
lighting and sleek designs often come as a secondary 
focus.
Klunpaitoon opted for a more compact case. For 

him, the main advantage of a custom build is the 
freedom it provides.
“I can play almost any game and run a triple-mon-

itor setup,” Klunpaitoon said. “Everything works ex-
actly the way I want it to.”
Building a gaming PC isn’t cheap, with even the 

most affordable pre-built options, such as NZXT’s 
$829 model, remaining out of reach for some. How-
ever, many enthusiasts see it as an investment. Klun-
paitoon spent around $2000 on his first build, which 
has remained powerful over the years. King, while not 
overly concerned about budget, aimed for a balance 
between affordability and performance.
“I didn’t go for the cheapest option, but I also didn’t 

want to spend $4,000 or more,” King said. “I chose 
something moderate that felt like a good starting 
point.”
The world of PC building is as diverse as its par-

ticipants. Some modify pre-built systems to improve 

performance, such as King upgrading her Corsair 
Vengeance RAM. Others, like Sandoval and Klun-
paitoon, prefer to build entirely from scratch, tailor-
ing every component to their needs.
According to Sandoval, online forums, YouTube 

channels, and subreddits provide many resources for 
both beginners and experts, fostering a strong sense 
of community.
He follows YouTubers like Linus Tech Tips and 

Marques Brownlee, who are well known for their 
technology reviews and educational videos on PC 
building.
King reflected on the cultural perception of gaming 

as a hobby, acknowledging that some still see it as un-
productive.
“There’s this idea that hobbies need to be productive 

to be valuable,” King said. “Gaming, like any other 
hobby, is valid and worthwhile as long as it brings joy. 
It’s okay to be a gamer.”
As technology continues to evolve, so does the PC 

building hobby. Innovations in AI-enhanced graph-
ics, modular designs and affordable components make 
it easier than ever to create powerful systems.
“Building your own PC saves money and gives you a 

sense of ownership,” Klunpaitoon said. “When you’re 
done, you can say, ‘This is mine.’”

Gamers build and upgrade PCs for better performance, flexibility and personalization

COMPUTERS

PRESS START
Dao Do/Special to the Bear Witness

“There’s this idea that 
hobbies need to be pro-
ductive to be valuable. 
Gaming, like any other 
hobby, is valid and worth-
while as long as it brings 
joy. It’s okay to be a 
gamer.”
English teacher Laura King, who 
primarily played video games on a 
console before buying a gaming PC.

SCIENCE
&HEALTH BRIEFS
High-energy neutrino particle 
discovered in the Mediterranean
A subatomic particle known as a neu-
trino was caught using the Kilometer 
Cube Neutrino Telescope, known as 
KM3Net, in the sea off the coast of 
France this month. Neutrinos are 
particles that carry nearly no weight 
or electrical charge. They commonly 
do not collide with matter and instead 
flow through it. The neutrino was 
estimated to carry about 220 trillion 
electrovolts of energy, amounting to 
tens of thousands more energy than 
what can be achieved by the world’s 
largest particle accelerator, the Hadron 
Collider. According to astrophysicist 
Naoko Kurahashi Neilson of Drexel 
University, the event is great proof of 
the effectiveness of the detector. Addi-
tionally, the discovery will contribute to 
further research on how these particles 
are generated and how they work.

Bird flu spreading across the US
Bird flu – caused by the H5N1 virus – 
has already infected 136 million birds 
in the U.S. since 2022. Recently, the 
outbreak has gotten worse as more 
than 900 cattle herds and dozens of 
people have been infected. While a 
pandemic is not inevitable, the disease 
is spreading at an alarming rate. In 
Idaho, the Department of Agriculture 
stated that herds had been reinfected 
with the virus – which suggests that 
the virus could circulate in farms in-
definitely, giving it more opportunities 
to evolve into a more dangerous virus. 
Scientists worry that the outbreak 
could escalate further if bird flu finds 
the right combination of genetic 
mutations. H5N1 for the general public 
is low risk currently, but that could 
change as CDC research from samples 
collected in September and released 
February 13th has found that three 
veterinarians who worked with cattle 
have had antibodies to the H5N1 virus, 
indicating infection. None of the veter-
inarians reported having symptoms or 
working with cattle suspected of being 
infected. Health experts warn against 
touching sick or dead birds and other 
animals and eating raw milk or meat, 
advising people to get tested if they 
have flu-like symptoms.

President Trump orders US 
withdrawal from World Health 
Organization
Eight hours after taking office, Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed an executive 
order taking the U.S. out of the World 
Health Organization. Among reasons 
cited for the withdrawal were the 
alleged mishandling of the COVID-19 
pandemic, failure to adopt needed 
reforms, and unfair payment demands. 
Leaving the WHO would mean the loss 
of U.S. access to the agency’s global 
data, like the information released to 
the WHO by China that characterized 
the genetic sequence of COVID-19 in 
2020. The WHO also takes part in war-
time aid delivery and the tracking of 
emerging epidemics. It will take time 
to officiate the withdrawal, with joint 
resolutions adopted by Congress requir-
ing the U.S. to give a year’s notice and 
pay its fiscal year financial obligations 
prior to withdrawal.

NASA finds ingredients for life in 
Bennu asteroid 
Thousands of kinds of organic 
molecules, including 16 amino acids 
and four nucleobases, were found in 
samples from an asteroid. The OSIRIS-
REx probe, launched by NASA in 2016, 
gathered rock and dirt from Bennu, a 
near-earth asteroid, in 2020. The probe 
returned to Earth in 2023, allowing 
scientists to study pristine material that 
offers a better record of the early solar 
system than meteorites, which burn 
and break up in the atmosphere before 
arriving to Earth. The researchers dis-
covered a variety of amino acids, which 
humans’ cells use to make protein, and 
the four main components of DNA. 
They concluded that ice from Bennu’s 
parent body melted into a salty brine 
due to heat from radioactive elements, 
allowing for the development of those 
organic molecules. Ceres, Enceladus 
and Europa, other briny, icy worlds with 
similar conditions to Bennu’s parent 
body, may hold further clues to the 
origins of life in the universe.

—Compiled by Nevaeh Gutierrez, 
Emmett Spear and Elliott Yau with 
information from The New York Times 
and NPR
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From teammates and siblings to teachers and twins, 
meaningful bonds — formed through shared experiences, 

support, and trust — transcend the classroom, the field and beyond. 
by Aryella Finkel Hozer and Anabelle Walker 

Illustrations by David Tran
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A timeless bond
SPORTS

A true friendship transcends time, distance and grade level

Maintaining friendships with people you don’t hang out 
with every day or who are in different grades can be diffi-

cult. However, junior Logan Nguyen and senior Jamison Nguy-
en challenge this idea. 
The two became friends in elementary school and grew close 

after playing games together at recess. When Logan Nguyen ar-
rived at Branham, he was fortunate to find a familiar face helping 
with the transition. 
“I remember it was my first day of school, and I didn't really 

have any friends,” Logan said. “I saw Jamison play[ing] basket-
ball, and he wanted me to go play with his friends. I was like, 
‘yeah,’ so I started playing basketball with them every day.” 
Basketball has been a vital part of their friendship, giving them 

the opportunity to not only be friends but also teammates. 
“We're friends, both off and on the court,” Jamison said. “We 

can put in work in the gym and then also goof off.”

This camaraderie allows them to seamlessly transition from 
hard work to play, creating a balanced and supportive friendship.

“We can see the problems on the court, and we can 
help each other because we know each other 

well, so it's easier to commu-
nicate,” Logan said.

After being friends for so 
long, Jamison and Logan 
have been able to create 
fun memories with one 
another. One of these 
times involved a Sprite 
bottle. 

“We tried to do the 
Sprite No Burp Chal-

lenge with a two liter 

bottle of soda. Then his sister went to pick us up, and they decid-
ed to get Jack in the Box,” Logan said. “[We were] still doing the 
no burp challenge. So we were in the drive through, and [she was] 
ordering and we were trying to hold in our burp. We couldn't do 
it. So we started burping really loud, and we just started laugh-
ing.”
Although they both experience different lives, they still remain 

closely knit with one another, even though they are not constant-
ly in contact. 
“We're always just friends,” Logan said. “It's not one of those 

things where you need to hang out with a friend or talk to them 
every day. It's more like you're able to trust in the other person 
for a long time, and you'll know that they're going to be your 
friend forever.”

Homework to homecoming
RELATIONSHIPS

From helping each other with math problems to matching 
at high school dances, seniors Carla Granados Perez and 

Tylar Williams have grown up together over the past five years.
“We got closer because we both had online school together,” 

Perez said. “He needed help with homework, so I started helping 
him with it.” 
The two were able to rely on one another throughout their ini-

tial interactions in middle school to the transition to being in 
high school together.   
“High school is a big part of your life. So just [having] a person 

that's been there for four years, we have always been together,” 
Williams said.

Both Perez and Williams 
have been able to create for-
ever lasting memories with 
traditional high school ex-
periences.
“[My] favorite memo-

ries are definitely going 

to homecoming and buying 
dresses and fits for each other,” 
Perez said.
The seniors have been able to 

figure out what is successful 
for their relationship. Specif-
ically, communication with 
each other remains important.
“It's good to be open and 

clear about your thoughts and 
feelings,” Perez said. “When 
you understand each other, it 
makes the relationship a lot 
stronger.”

Five years of shared experiences have strengthened Carla and Tylar's bond, 
with trust and communication at the heart of their friendship

Courtesy of  Carla Granados Perez
Carla Granados Perez and Tylar 
Williams (12) match at Home-
coming in the fall.

PERFECT 
PAIR 

FAMILY

The Martorano siblings reflect on 
the unique bond of being twins

Having an identical twin is unlike any relationship. From be-
ing in the same classes throughout the entirety of elemen-

tary school to enjoying similar extracurricular activities such as 
theater and ASB, sophomores Isabella Martorano and Amelia 
Martorano continue to grow closer. 
When they were chil-

dren, the twins never 
knew life without one 
another as they were al-
ways side by side. 
“In elementary school, 

our parents always re-
quested for us to be in 
the same classes,” Isa-
bella said. “So when it 
came to middle school 
and being in different 
classes, it was hard to 
kind of branch out and 
be socially independent.” 
In addition to being together in classes and learning to grow as 

individual people, the twins realize their compatibility and their 
opportunity to participate in ac-
tivities together. 
“We're very connected, and we 

do everything together,” Isabella 
said. “We have the same inter-
ests and just in general being 
twins sometimes it feels like de-
pendency.”
Unlike having a sibling which 

is more common than having a 
twin, the Martorano twins real-
ize the importance of their rela-
tionship and the ability to count 
on one another. 
“As twins, we have a different 

lifestyle compared to people 
who are either an only child or 
even have siblings,” Amelia said. 
As they grew up they con-

tinued to maintain their close 
friendship and acknowledge 
their gratitude for one another. 
“Obviously she's gonna be my 

best friend for my entire life,” 
Isabella said. 

Courtesy of Isabella Martorano

Courtesy of Isabella Martorano

From New Year’s handshakes to makeup pranks, sophomore 
Brayden Gassmann and freshman Brianna Gassmann 

have continued to grow closer over the years as siblings. 
When Brayden started his freshman year at Branham, he found 

himself in a new environment, an experience he reflected on as 
he helped his sister adjust to high school this year. 
“I didn't really know how the culture or the environment was, 

and I feel that really helped Brianna become more comfortable 
here,” he said. “She had a lay of the land, instead of going into 
it blind.”
During the pandemic, the siblings found themselves in con-

stant disagreement. Now, as Brianna’s volleyball schedule has be-
come more demanding and Brayden has adapted to high school 
life, they've learned to appreciate each other’s company, bringing 
them closer together despite their increasingly different paths. 
“Being with each other every single day was definitely why we 

fought so much,” Brianna said. “But [last] year, when I was still 
in middle school, he came to Branham, and we never saw each 
other. The separation for that year brought us together in a way, 
and that's why we're so close.”
With their parents separating early on in their lives, the two 

developed a reliance on each other, adding an additional layer to 
their sibling bond.
“Through [our parents’ separation], we've [relied on each other]. 

That helps keep our relationship together,” Brayden said. “If our 
parents aren't going to like each other and we aren't going to like 
each other, then we basically have no one.”
In those moments of need, they are able to lean on each other, 

offering comfort and support that reinforces their connection. 
“I play volleyball, but I thought about quitting multiple times,” 

Brianna said. “One time, I was really close to quitting. I came 
home super upset after practice, and he was [reminding me] 
about my dreams of playing in college and high school. He al-
ways has some way of getting me to flip a switch in my head to 
keep going with the things I enjoy.” 
One memory that holds a special place in both their hearts is 

their experience with their cousins. 

“They decided to fully give me a makeup routine, and I trusted 
them,” Brayden said. “I thought that they were going to do me 
right, and I was gonna look good if they did my lashes. My face 
ended up being colored with powder, and my lipstick was all over 
the place.” 
Brayden and Brianna’s relationship as siblings has flourished 

over the years, yet their typical sib-
ling bond remains untouched. 
“She definitely [bugs] me about 

things,” Brayden said. “She'll 
come over to my friends, and 
she'll come bother me, but it's 
just how siblings behave and 
function.”

Courtesy of Brianna Gassmann

SIBLING 
SUPPORT

Despite their differences, the 
Gassmann siblings have become 
closer through shared experiences

FAMILY



From teammates and siblings to teachers and twins, 
meaningful bonds — formed through shared experiences, 

support, and trust — transcend the classroom, the field and beyond. 
by Aryella Finkel Hozer and Anabelle Walker 

Illustrations by David Tran
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Juniors Livia Roder and Aubree Rosenblum shared science 
teacher Alex Johnson's chemistry class during their sopho-

more year, a time filled with laughter, learning and valuable men-
torship opportunities.
The students quickly became fond of Johnson as he was able to 

show patience towards them. 
“We sat together in chemistry, and we were always really loud 

and annoying,” Rosenblum said. “Then we started bothering Mr. 
Johnson, and he tolerated it.” 
Their playful dynamic in class not only made chemistry more 

enjoyable, but it has also fostered a supportive learning environ-
ment, according to Johnson. 
“They are enthusiastic about the subject, but also enthusiastic 

about helping each other and learning and being part of the 
classroom environment,” Johnson said. “[It] is always nice as a 
teacher to have that type of student in the class to build off of and 
hopefully motivate other students.”
Roder said a positive connection with a teacher can enhance the 

overall classroom experience. 
“If you like the teacher, and you're friends 

with the teacher, then it makes the class 
more fun,” Roder said. “It makes learn-
ing more fun. It makes you want to go 
to class, and it helps you just put more 
effort into school.”
Beyond the classroom, Roder and 

Rosenblum found creative ways to 
show their appreciation for Johnson, 
often through playful antics. 
“We threw him a baby shower. We 

bedazzled his head,” Roder said. “We 
hid 100 little babies in his classroom 

just for fun.”
Overall, creating an inviting environment and fostering a sense 

of comfort and connection that allows students to be themselves 
is a goal Johnson strives for in all his classes.
“I want to be able to be that person for all my students, and 

I think it is displayed in a different way for every kind of con-
nection and relationship that teachers have with their students,” 
Johnson said. “[To connect with students on] what they are in-
terested in outside of class, and then also sharing a little bit about 
myself so that they feel like they know me too, and I’m not just 
the person up here teaching them.”

Yujin Cho/BearWitness
Junior Livia Roder throws a pie at science teacher Alex Johnson's 

face on last year's national Pi Day.

Chemistry
  TEACHER FRIENDSHIP

A shared love for learning fosters connections between students and teachers

Courtesy of Aubree Rosenblum
Juniors Livia Roder and Aubree Rosenblum pose with science 
teacher Alex Johnson after bedazzling his head. 

LINKED
For science teachers Ryan Mat-

thews and Kori Reynolds, 
teaching is more than just a 
job — it’s a partnership built 
on trust, collaboration and a 
shared commitment to stu-
dents' success. As educators, 
they have cultivated a dynamic 
working relationship that fosters both 
professional growth and a sense of 
community within their classroom. 
“The classes that we teach and the 

Link Crew program we run really 
benefit from a lot of collaboration 
and working together,” Reynolds said. 
“We're able to bounce ideas off each 
other and come up with the best [solutions].” 
One key aspect of their partnership is the seamless movement 

between classrooms, creating an open and stress-free environ-
ment for both students and teachers.

“There's no anxiety of, ‘Why are you in my room? You're inter-
rupting my space,’” Reynolds said. “We have an open door policy 
that makes it really easy to not feel like you're gonna step on 
someone's toes.”
Beyond convenience, their collaboration allows them to learn 

from each other and improve their teaching methods. 
“One of the biggest benefits is that when you have a good rap-

port with somebody, then you're not afraid to mess up or talk 
through your mistakes,” Reynolds said. “To have somebody that 
you trust to be like, ‘I completely messed up this lesson. What 
did I do wrong? Can you go over this with me?’ You have a whole 
other set of perspectives and strengths and ideas to help refine 
your own work.”
Matthews echoed that sentiment, explaining that their friend-

ship strengthens their professional dynamic. 
“It’s not a requirement [to be friends], but it makes the job eas-

ier,” Matthews said. “We've had times where we've seen how we 
might go about a situation or grading [differently]. If you don't 
know the other person well, it can make you feel really insecure.”
Their connection goes beyond the classroom, allowing them to 

be more considerate.
“When you know another coworker at a human level, and 

what's going on in their life, you also know how to support each 
other better,” Reynolds said. “If I know they have a bunch of fam-
ily in town this weekend, or if their car broke down, and they're 
dealing with other stuff, I'm going to step up and take on extra 
work to help them out.”
Matthews emphasized that this sense of camaraderie extends to 

their entire teaching team. They celebrate the end of the school 
year together and bring their kids to each other’s birthday parties.
“I would say for us, it's our whole team,” Matthews said. “[David 

Mackey], who was in here, [is] just as close [with us] as we are 
with each other. The more you can get a team to buy into that, 
the better.”

  TEACHER FRIENDSHIP

A strong partnership and collabo-
ration can transform the workplace, 
fostering growth and support

Many athletes are quick to say friendships with their team-
mates are unlike those with anyone else due to the time 

spent together and a shared love for playing. 
Senior Lilia Chatfield and junior Lark Brownie’s friendship 

instantly sparked three years ago after Brownie joined field hock-
ey as a freshman. 
“Lilia was older and I couldn't drive yet. She ended up driving 

me to a lot of games and practices,” Brownie said. “Having a sport 
where you're really close, you spend a lot of time together, [and it] 
creates a really strong bond with all the players.”
Beyond field hockey, the duo connected over shared humor and 

similar interests.
“Bonding over playing the same sport and having the same vi-

sions, ideas or thoughts about our team or how we were playing 
really helped [our friendship],” Brownie said.
One of the most memorable moments in their friendship took 

place at a tournament on a rainy day which ended in a sweet 
surprise. 
“It was pouring rain. I had never played in [rain] that bad ever. 

We weren't even [on the] same team,” Chatfield said. “Finally, 
when our tournament ended, we sprinted to the car and we were 
soaking wet. My car was totally soaked. We were freezing [and] 
shivering. We went to Starbucks and finally got our hot choco-
late.”
The two said that their friendship shows how sports can fos-

ter connections that extend beyond the field. 
“People who meet friends in sports can look beyond and 

[be] able to be open with anybody,” Chatfield said. “Even for 
incoming freshmen or no matter what grade you're in, you can 
always look to make friendships in sports and go beyond just 
being on the field.”

BEYOND 
THE FIELD

SPORTS

Courtesy of Lark Brownie

How field hockey sparked an 
unbreakable friendship

FAMILY



ABROAD TO AMERICA
International students reflect on the differences between high schools in the US and abroad

TRANSFER STUDENTS

ABIGAIL MEDEIROS
      Staff Writer

Branham is a diverse campus with people of many 
ethnicities and cultures, including students who 

have transferred from schools abroad. Many of these 
students have gone through the motions of learning 
a new language and adapting to a different culture 
while keeping up with the typical curriculum. With 
264 students born outside of the U.S. attending Bran-
ham, this topic is ever-present in the community.
Transitioning to high school in the United States can be dif-

ficult for some due to the culture shock and the need to learn 
English. However, students like senior Daniel Lee have found 
ways to adjust to a new environment through actively partici-
pating in Branham activities. Lee moved from Korea to America 
in August of 2022, and has continued with his love of soccer by 
joining the school team.
“What helped the most was joining a school sports team,” Lee 

said. “I play soccer, so playing sports with the other boys helped 
me improve my English and build friendships.” 
But while the transition may be difficult due to language bar-

riers and cultural differences, some students find an academic 
environment in America easier to adapt to compared to their 
home countries. 
Lee highlighted the competitive culture of high schools in Ko-

rea due to the nature and pressures of their relative grading sys-
tem that allows only a certain number of students to earn each 
grade. This means their grade is based on academic ranking. 
“In Korea, even if you did good, if the person next to you does 

better, then you get a B instead of an A,” Lee said. “It's just like 
competing constantly.”
The culture at Branham is different from some schools outside 

of the country, especially where diversity is scarce. According to 
the American University School of Education, diversity is crucial 
for fostering creativity and different perspectives in the school 
setting because it allows people from different backgrounds to 
collaborate.
“In Korea, there’s only one race,” Lee said. “[But in] America, 

you really have a variety of races or ethnicities, so there’s different 
culture and languages and I really enjoy that.”
Senior Dan Dagne, who moved from Ethiopia to America in 

Sept. 
2024, noted 
the variety of options 
at Branham, which not only 
offers academic opportunities, but a wide 
variety of extracurricular possibilities like sports, clubs and com-
munity options. This contrasts with Dagne’s old school in Ethio-
pia, which was focused solely on academics.
“Back in Ethiopia, they didn't support sports,” said Dagne, who 

is on the basketball team now. “I have a lot of opportunities to do 
what I want [at Branham].”
Similarly to Lee, Dagne noticed the major contrasts in diversity 

from Branham to his school in Ethiopia. In addition to the di-
verse population, Branham is also different due to its large pop-
ulation.
“Branham is way bigger than the school I went to,” Dagne said. 

“And it's more diverse and has a lot of people from different 
backgrounds.”
Dagne also noted that academics in America seem to be less 

challenging than in Ethiopia due to the more exam-intensive 
curriculum there. 
“Ethiopia is harder because it's different curriculums,” Dagne 

said. “It's not like here with classworks and homeworks, but there 
it's assignments, working and [more] exams.”
Teachers are another instrumental factor in a student’s ability 

to transition with ease. Korean language teacher Sunyoung Jeon 
supports her students, including those who have moved from 
abroad.
“I myself as an immigrant can empathize with their experience,” 

Jeon said. “So I share my experience [and] give them tips I have 

for adjusting to the new setting.”
Not only are transfer students welcomed at Branham due to the 

diverse populations and cultural identities, but they can also find 
comfort in their various classes, especially world language classes. 
“In these courses [of world languages], we are ready to embrace 

the linguistic and cultural differences,” Jeon said. “They don’t 
need to be intimidated about their differences. They can be con-
fident to share their own diversity in this class setting.”
Overall, the transition to an American school can be easy or 

difficult, but the support from admin, teachers and students alike 
can make a big difference. 
“As soon as I moved here, the principal talked to me, and then 

she introduced me to one of my classmates,” Dagne said. “And 
[my classmate] just gave me a tour around the school and intro-
duced me to other people.”
Peers can be a helpful resource for assistance, especially during 

class.
“People in America are really kind and positive,” Lee said. 

“Whenever I ask them questions, they answer them politely. 
Whenever I have something that I don't know, they teach me. 
That really helped overall.”
Lee recommends to all people moving here from abroad to 

reach out to others for an easier time adjusting.
“[Reach out] to people,” Lee said. “People want to help you, 

so just go up to people and ask them questions and be positive.” 

Irene Yoon/ Special to the Bear Witness

KIANNA SANCHEZ
Staff Writer

Tutoring offers personalized assistance for students to help im-
prove areas they are struggling in, allowing them to understand 

the subject better. 
According to the Center for American Progress, high-quality tu-

toring can increase a student’s learning in around three to 15 months, 
bringing a student from the 50th percentile to the 66th percentile.
Sophomore Charlotte Homer is a private tutor. She tutors a stu-

dent in math in her free time, but wishes to tutor through Bruin-
2Bruin next year, the student-to-student tutoring organization of-
fered at Branham, next year. 
“[I hope] to join Bruin2Bruin because I enjoy tutoring in itself,” 

Homer said. “I feel like Bruin2Bruin offers a great way to network 
[tutoring and] to find opportunities more easily.”
Homer believes being a tutor, although meant to educate tutees, 

also helps her with comprehension as well. As she teaches the mate-
rial to her students, she also strengthens her own understanding of 
the subject. 
“[Tutoring has] taught me to think of teaching from the perspective 

of how [it would be if I were] in their shoes and I'm learning the 
material,” Homer said.
There are other benefits to being a tutor besides educational purpos-

es. Being a tutor can also improve social and general life skills. 
Sophomore Annika Jain echoed Homer’s thoughts on tutoring. 

She is also a private tutor, outside of the Bruin2Bruin organization. 
Jain and Homer both noticed how being a tutor has impacted them 

as individuals. 
“[Tutoring has taught me] to help other people and develop myself 

as a person [It has helped me] to be more patient, more calm with 
people,” Jain said. 

Beyond the personal development that tutoring brings, Jain hopes 
to become a role model for others.
“My mom inspired me to tutor because she's been my role mod-

el,” Jain said. “She's taught me everything I know. So [I would 
like to] pass it on.”
Tutoring can help students improve their grades and under-

standing in the subjects that they are struggling in. 
For students receiving tutoring, like senior Ayush Iyer, private 

tutoring has been a game-changer. 
Iyer describes how the personalized tutoring environment of-

fers more attention and flexibility than typical class time. There 
is a lot more focus on the individual student rather than an entire 
class when learning, which allows the student to gain a larger 
understanding of the content.
“Classes have a very strict schedule they have to follow. [Tutor-

ing] is more flexible,” Iyer said. “For a whole private tutoring 
session, you can focus on one thing, but in class, you have 
to move on.”
Iyer noted that tutoring has also helped improve his 

studying strategies and learn more efficiently. 
“[Tutoring taught me to] read the question properly and 

not over answer,” Iyer said. “If you  [don’t] over-explain 
yourself you [will] have more time.”
Tutoring provides the support many students need to 

comprehend misunderstandings in classes. Tutors and tutees 
alike grow through the experience and boost to the top of 
their class.
“Having someone that can privately help you with what 

you're not doing so well in helps with repetition and prac-
tice and it really translates [to what] you're actually [doing] in 
class, ” Iyer said.

Tapping into tutoring
From boosting grades to building patience, tutoring offers benefits beyond the classroom.

TUTORING

 7% 
Higher success rate for students who receive tutoring compared to the average 
student.
Sources: Valley College and NEA

Grace Ngo/Special to the Bear Witness
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AIDAN WEILER
Arts & Culture Editor

From classes to clubs and bad parking to posture, Branham 
has its fair share of Instagram accounts that contribute to its 

community, in both positive and negative ways.
On campus, one of the most common uses of Instagram ac-

counts at Branham is as a tool to spread awareness about pro-
grams, such as classes or clubs, which can use the platform to 
spread information about fundraising and events.
One such class is Yearbook, which tries to use its page to in-

crease student engagement and support, according to junior An-
gelina McCormick, a yearbook editor.
“We hope that students are able to feel included in the design of 

the yearbook,” McCormick said.
McCormick said using social media to reach students is essen-

tial in today’s digital age day.
“Social media is really important to the students,” McCormick 

said, “Almost everyone is on it. You just have to have other things 
that will help them find the Instagram account.”
McCormick said that the yearbook account helps contribute 

to the Branham community, especially with posts like the recent 
“Best and Most” superlatives, where students voted for winners 
in categories such as “best sense of humor” or “most likely to go 
broke in a casino.”
While superlatives have always been a Branham yearbook tra-

dition, this was the first year they posted the results of the “best 
and most” voting on their Instagram account. As a result, the post 
received lots of attention from the students.
“It allows students to see people that are very involved in the 

community and do their best in this school,” McCormick said. 
“It allows them to have the spotlight for a bit.”
When the Branham Yearbook Instagram account made a post 

announcing that they would be getting rid of senior quotes for 
the class of 2025, they were immediately met with protests from 
many seniors before a deal was made to reinstate them.

Many students left comments on the announcement post, in-
cluding senior Avishawd Yarisaied, who decided to reach out to 
yearbook teacher Gabrielle Gramegna.
Together, they worked out a deal. Seniors would be allowed to 

submit quotes, but if there was a single inappropriate submission, 
all quotes would be thrown out.
“I really appreciate it,” Yarisaied said. “I know a lot of seniors 

were happy that they were reinstated.”
However, on campus, Instagram accounts are also used in a 

more negative way. There are many unaffiliated accounts such as 
Branham Bad Parking or Bruin Bad Posture, which post photos 
of people or their cars, often without their permission.
These accounts are frequently created and taken down, never 

lasting long. But once one is removed, another is quickly creat-
edW to fill the void.
Junior Daniel Cheyer had his photo posted on Bruin Bad Pos-

ture, without his permission and was hurt by the fact that it was 
a photo sent in by one of his friends.
“[It was a] little bit of a betrayal,” Cheyer said. “I don't want my 

photo out there on random Instagram pages for everyone to see.”
Cheyer said that it hurt at the moment and that he wished it 

hadn't happened, but eventually he was able to move on.
“People laugh at you,” Cheyer said. “It's unfortunate that it hap-

pened, but the best thing we can do is just try to move on with 

our lives and not let it hold us down.”
However, he still believes that accounts like this should not ex-

ist, and had some words for the owners of the account.
“I hope that you listen to people like me,” Cheyer said. “Don't 

make accounts to purposely laugh at people.”
Cheyer pointed out the severe effects that being posting on 

these types of accounts without permission can have on people, 
such as decreased self-esteem and potential bullying.
“For those who care a little bit more about what's said about 

them on the internet, this could have had a really negative effect 
on their emotional state,” he said.
According to Assistant Principal Scott Savory, the administra-

tion aims to prevent these accounts from ever being created in 
the first place.
“We try to do our best, but unfortunately, there's a bunch of 

accounts being made all the time,” Savory said. “We've talked to 
other schools and school districts, and they're going through the 
same exact thing.”
Savory mentioned that the administration does have steps to 

take once they find out that an account like this exists.
“When we find that there are accounts, we do everything that 

we can to try to block them or get them taken down,” Savory said.
The school administration mostly learns about these accounts 

through student reports.
Savory said that many of these accounts started without much 

thought into their possible consequences.
“[Eventually the students that ran the account] realized that it 

wasn't even funny,” Savory said. “They were doing it out of bore-
dom.”
Savory expressed that he believes that these accounts are neg-

ative for the Branham culture, and wishes that they would stop 
being made.
“It's a culture killer,” Savory said. “We want to make sure every-

body feels safe and welcomed.”

INSTAGRAM INSPIRATION
Instagram accounts impact Branham community both positively and negatively

“It's a culture killer. We want to 
make sure everybody feels safe 
and welcomed.”
Assistant Principal Scott Savory

FRANCISCO PHAM
Sports Editor

Running from Jan. 14 through Feb. 14, Tech-Free Tuesday 
was a new program where students could turn in their 

phones for a whole school day in exchange for being entered in a 
raffle. Each week, one winner was selected per grade, winning a 
delivered drink or gift card. 
Tech-Free Tuesday builds on Campbell Union High School 

District’s current phone policy, which mandates that phones be 
put away during instructional hours, in an attempt to promote a 
distraction-free learning environment.
However, the Branham administration decided that providing 

optional incentives for students to put their phones away would 
be more effective than handing out punishments, according to 
Principal Beth Silbergeld.
“The admins were looking for ways to celebrate a positive cul-

ture around eliminating cell phone use throughout the school 
day,” Silbergeld said.
Assistant Principal Scott Savory says the activity is meant to 

get Branham ahead of the game on a new state-mandated phone 
policy outlined in the Phone Free School Act, which will require 
schools to create policies limiting phone usage during school 
time by July 2026.
“Tech-Free Tuesday is an incentive to get students on board 

with saying no to phones,” Savory said.
ASB Secretary Sarah Osband said the activity will make stu-

dents more aware of their phone usage and its impact on their 
learning.
“It's very important to remember that this phone policy is op-

tional,” Osband said. “You don't have to turn in your phone on 
Tuesday, but if you do, it's meant to help you.”
Osband notes that participating in Tech-Free Tuesday has in-

creased her productivity in class now that her phone is gone. 
“I've definitely been more focused in class,” Osband said. “It's 

nice not having that distraction there.” 
Despite this, there is a general reluctance by the student body to 

participate in the activity. A recent Bear Witness survey of 291 
students revealed that 93% of students do not participate in the 
activity. Senior Hari Srivatsan, similarly to many other students, 
he sees the activity as a good idea, but is hesitant to participate. 
“The idea itself is a great thing, but the hassle of dropping off my 

phone is something I’m not so open to,” Srivatsan said.
More broadly, the idea of an activity promoting a whole-day ban 

on phones has raised some concerns for students who believe it 
may become fully implemented in the future. Junior Mylie Han-
cock said a permanent ban would be too excessive. 

“If it was one day a week, I would be okay with it. I wouldn't 
mind at all, because that's easy to manage. But if it was every day, 
then it would be really frustrating and really difficult,” Hancock 
said. “I enjoy listening to music and being able to contact my 
parents and friends during school.”
Many teachers believe that stricter enforcement of the phone 

policy would benefit them, with teachers having to deal with 
phones used during tests or an overall lack of attention to the 
classwork. In fact, a survey by the Pew Research Center found 
that 72% of U.S. high school teachers believe phones pose a sig-
nificant threat to learning.
Math teacher Tiffany Ylarregui said that phone use inhibits 

learning for all people, so everyone should participate.
“It's a wonderful idea that each of us, including teachers and 

staff, should do,” Ylarregui said. “There's a lot of research showing 
that having a phone nearby you, even upside down, sucks away 
your mental capacity and cognitive load.”
As the initial phase of Tech-Free Tuesday comes to a close, Sil-

bergeld remains optimistic about the impact of the program.
“It’s been successful and has allowed us to get the conversa-

tion about phone usage up and running,” Silbergeld said. “It de-
pends on how you measure success, but I think the program has 
been successful in getting the student population thinking about 
phones.”

New Policy, Same Issues Administration implements Tech-Free 
Tuesday to reduce phone usage at school

Francisco Pham/Bear Witness
Charlotte Homer (10) turns in her phone to counselor Juan Lopez on Tech-Free Tuesday.

The Branham Yearbook Instagram account announced the conditions for bringing back senior quotes in a post made on Jan. 24.

TECH-FREE TUESDAY

SOCIAL MEDIA
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SPORTS
ATHLETE PRESSURE

The pressures and challenges of being a freshman on varsity

SPORTS BRIEFS
Boys Basketball
The Bruins finished the season 7-17 
(2-10 in league play), with the 
departure of key seniors from last 
year playing a huge role in their 
record. Despite having a down year, 
the team was able to give valuable 
playtime to their younger players. 
Juniors Daniel Wells and Aiden 
Vietvu led the way, contributing 
points on good efficiency. Senior 
Carlo Marinucci led the team in 
scoring, averaging 10.5 points per 
game on the season. The Bruins will 
look to bounce back next year and 
return to CCS.

Wrestling
Wrestling put together a season of 
consistent wins. Younger wrestlers 
gained valuable match experience, 
building momentum for next year. 
Meanwhile, seniors finished their 
season with a victory on senior 
night. 

Girls Basketball
The girls basketball 
team ended the sea-
son going 12-10 (6-5 

in league play), finishing 
in fourth place in league 
play and making CCS. 
Seniors Jade Rugnao, 
Gina Shim and Ollie 
Decker spearheaded 
the Bruin offense. Their 
consistent scoring 
pushed the Bruins to 
their current record and 
kept them in the game. 
The team will look to 
their younger players to 
continue their upward 
trajectory.

Girls Soccer
The Bruins finished the 
season 12-4-4 (5-4-1 in 
league play), placing fourth 
in the league and earning 
a spot in CCS. Freshman 
Ciara Kroum-Bruno led 
the team with 10 goals 
and six assists. The Bruins’ 
defense was anchored 
by junior goalkeeper 
Lilly Murphy, who 
recorded 105 saves and 11 
shutouts. The team aims 
to continue building on 
thier success in the coming 
seasons.

Senior guard Carlo Marinucci

STARTING FROM THE TOP

Boys Soccer
The boys soccer team finished the 
season with a record of 6-11-2 

(4-8-1), finishing 7th in the 
league and missing 

CCS. Juniors Michael 
Murphy and David 

Kim led the team in goals 
with four apiece. Senior 

Rocco Dressler led the team in 
assists with four. With this season 

being the last for long-time 
coach Danny Kadah, the Bruins 
will look to usher in a new era 
of success. 

Traditional Competitive Cheer
The cheer team had a successful sea-
son, earning consisten wins in local 
meets and qualifying for nationals. 
At nationals, they finished third and 
will aim to build on this preformance 
next year.

Francisco Pham/Bear Witness
Francisco Pham/Bear Witness

Sophomore forward Junior Parra

TAMARA RESTREPO
Staff Writer

Playing a varsity sport poses a difficult chal-
lenge. Now add on the pressure of being 

new to the team and having to play opponents 
four years older than you, which is the reality 
for many freshmen players who make varsity in 
their first year.
Senior Deegan Waldorph was one of those 

freshmen. Waldorph originally did not make 
the cut for the varsity team and played for junior 
varsity for the first two months of the season. Yet 
after a varsity player was injured, Waldorph was 
moved up.
“I played two JV games, and all of a sudden, I 

was playing on a Friday night,” Waldorph said. 
“That was a lot for me, and I was not ready for 
it at all.”
Waldorph felt the pressure as he had no choice 

but to adapt to the sudden increase of expecta-
tions.
“At the JV level, it’s very simple. [At] the varsity 

level, you get everything thrown at you,” Wal-
dorph said. “The first play of the game was some-
thing that we never ran in practice, and I messed 
it up. There was no time for me to learn how to 
do things. I wasn’t allowed to have growing pains. 
I just had to do it and figure it out.”
Adapting to skill level differences in a varsity 

sport can be difficult for anyone in any grade. The 
support of the returning players is essential for 
newer players to successfully adapt into the rigor 
of a varsity sport. This was apparent in freshman 
Gunjan Joshi’s experience with playing varsity 
volleyball as a freshman.
“The players around the court [had a] mental-

ity of keeping it positive,” Joshi said. “When-
ever I got a chance to play, you could hear my 
teammates just cheering me on. It was very nice. 

They’re like another family.”
Waldorph also shared a similar experience his 

freshman year as the older football players and 
coaches came together to mentor and support 
him. Waldorph was appreciative of the mentor-

ship he got from Paul Villarruel, a senior on the 
football team when he was a freshman. 
“He took me under his wing and taught me 

how to learn things on the fly,” Waldorph said. 
Additionally, Waldorph attributes his success to 

his offensive line coach, Kevin Taylor, his fresh-
man year. 
“I credit to him all my success and everything 

that I do. He was with me every step of the way,” 
Waldorph said.
Another struggle that many freshmen on varsi-

ty might face is feeling like they are not worthy 
enough to be on the team. Junior Lilly Murphy, 
the girls soccer goalkeeper and the youngest on 
the team, experienced feelings of doubt when she 
was promoted to varsity.
“I felt like I wasn’t good enough for the posi-

tion simply just because of my age. When I went 
into the first couple games, I was going against 
18-year-olds as a 14-year-old,” Murphy said. 
“They are a lot bigger in not just age, but body-
wise too.”  
However, Murphy also felt her doubts were 

more about her mentality rather than her skill 
level.
“Outside of that mentality, I never really felt 

like I didn’t belong,” Murphy said. “I felt like I’d 
earned the spot and I worked really hard to get 
there.”
That year, Murphy went on to win Goalie of 

the Year. She received a piece of advice from her 
mom that resonated with her as a freshman on 
varsity.
“My mom always told me to be a duck, because 

ducks have waterproof feathers. I had to let the 
mistakes roll off my back and focus on what was 

ahead of me,” Murphy said. “Throughout the 
season, I stuck with that. As a goalkeeper, confi-
dence is the most important thing.”

Francisco Pham/Bear WItness
Goalkeeper Lilly Murphy (11), who is currently in her third year as the starting varsity goalkeeper, kicks the ball downfield to one of her teammates.

Francisco Pham/ Bear Witness
Deegan Waldorph (12), who has been the starting center for varsity football for all four years of high 
school, celebrates a touchdown.

“Obviously its a tough 
situation no matter 
what sport you play, 
but the 
team is there for you 
and they always have 
your back. They’re like 
another family.”

Freshman Gunjan Joshi, a varsity 
volleyball player
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LUCAS SETSER
Staff Writer

High school athletes around the country are enticed by the 
dream to continue their respective sports in college. Given 

that, the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) has 
long stated that all collegiate athletes have a total of five years of 
eligibility within their given sport.
However, that eligibility rule has been marred in controversy. 

Vanderbilt quarterback Diego Pavia has won a recent court case 

against the NCAA, claiming he retained an extra year of athletic 
eligibility as he started off his career at a junior college. This prec-
edent has opened doors for the possibility of all junior colleges 
( JUCO) not counting toward NCAA eligibility. 
This ruling will become very important to athletes who want to 

play sports at the next level. 
Students may be able to enter a junior college and play their 

sport for up to two years, and then simply transfer to an NCAA 
school. Usually, these athletes would lose two years of eligbility 

due to playing at a junior college; however, with the precedent 
set by Pavia, these athletes could still play all five years of NCAA 
sports.
This means that current high school seniors will have more 

opportunities to play in an NCAA school. Senior running back 
Richard Martin said junior college could give him the extra 
training and tape necessary to transfer to a Division I university.
“I would go D1 but other than that, [I would go to a] JUCO,” 

Martin said. “They’re going to try and push you out to get into a 
better college afterward, so I think that’s better.”
This ruling will also give athletes in high school more of a rea-

son to continue their sport and play at a junior college instead 
of walking on at a bigger program or giving up their sport in 
general.
“It will give more of an incentive to go to JUCO if they’re not 

wasting their years at a big school, and it’s just extra years of 
training,” Martin said.
Despite this, this change could result in potential drawbacks for 

some students. Senior baseball player Ryan Field said the likeli-
hood of being recruited straight out of high school will decrease.
“It’ll probably negatively impact high school seniors,” Fields 

said. “There’s a six-year time period instead of the four-year time 
period, which increases the amount of players that can play at 
any level of college.”
By having a longer period for new athletes to compete in sports, 

current NCAA players will see an increase in competition be-
cause these newer athletes will have more time to improve.
“In general, sports will be more competitive in college because 

higher level high school athletes will go to JUCO,” Field said. 
This means that there will be older athletes who have already 

had six years of experience competing against younger athletes 
who have just entered the NCAA portal.  
However, the choice between going to a four-year NCAA 

school right away and choosing a junior college depends on 
what each athlete is looking for, whether it be a few more years 
to develop or wanting to go straight to Division I sports. 
“It depends on the person, but if you’re fully physically devel-

oped and you have good grades, I think going to a four-year is 
better,” Field said. 
This ruling gives players more time to develop both athletically 

and academically before moving on to a bigger NCAA school. 
“The ruling is positive towards guys who aren’t fully developed 

and that are on the brink of going to high-level D1, but there’s 
more time for them to get better,” Fields said. “But for guys who 
just want to play straight out of high school [at a high level], the 
ruling is worse.”

COLIN KALANGES
Staff Writer

In the winter of 2021, coach Greg Stefani began his journey 
with Branham’s wrestling team, fielding 17 students to partic-

ipate with the program. Now, four years later, the wrestling team 
has a roster of more than three times what they started with.
Branham isn’t the only school that is experiencing growth in its 

wrestling team. Wrestling was named the fastest-growing sport in 
the state for both boys and girls last year, according to the Califor-
nia Interscholastic Federation’s year-end survey.
Branham has experienced state-wide acclaim in the past years, 

with alum Clarence Moore Jr. earning a state championship in 
2023. The team, coached by Stefani and Ryan Matthews, has seen 
this success, further contributing to the team’s growth. 
“That’s just a testament to myself and Coach Matthews. [We] are 

both teachers on campus that see a lot of freshmen, so we’re able 
to get to know students and pull them in that way,” Stefani said. 
“Our athletes enjoy the sport a lot. We’ve done a lot of the work to 
help grow our team.”
In addition to the wrestling team’s coaching, numerous other fac-

tors also contributed to Branham students’ increased interest in the 
sport. 
Compared to other winter sports like basketball, cheer and soc-

cer, wrestling stands out for its emphasis on the individual and its 
unique physical nature, which makes it an appealing option for 
many students who play other sports but still want to stay in shape 
during the winter season.
Sophomore Cali Carson, who plays field hockey and softball, 

initially took on wrestling as an opportunity to keep training in 
between seasons, but she soon developed a love for the sport.
“I needed a filler sport for winter, and I decided to do wrestling 

because Mr. Stefani convinced me to take it,” Carson said. “It’s 
definitely become one of my favorites among the sports that I do 
because of the community and my friends in it.”
Matthews says that a primary motivation for him when coaching 

is fostering a community of support and growth by being a part of 
his players’ journeys and encouraging them. 

“When I was an athlete, I didn’t have my dad come to wrestling 
tournaments. I didn’t have a lot of family involvement. So for me, I 
feel very invested in being there for them,” Matthews said. “I can’t 
think of a more exposing failure than someone holding you on 
your back and you didn’t get away. That’s what I really love, being 
there, to encourage them to keep going.”
Wrestling presents a unique physicality that is not seen in many 

other high school sports. Matches can often result in players in-
juring themselves and bleeding on the mat.  Matthews said that 
its physical nature is an aspect that many students find desirable.
“Your job is to control a human being that does not want to be 

controlled, and in turn, is trying to control you,” Matthews said. 
“It’s more than just putting a ball in a hoop or putting a ball 
through a net. I’m not trying to say that those sports aren’t tough, 
but there’s just something so personal that I find alluring.” 
Wrestling has allowed players and coaches to develop a bond not 

as commonly seen in other sports, according to Stefani.
“We’re almost fighting each other, but at the end of the day, 

you become much closer with these people because of those ex-
periences,” Stefani said. “You end up bonding with these people.”
The different weight classes give players whose stature might ex-

clude them from other sports the opportunity to excel in wrestling.
“[In high school] I was originally a football player, but I realized 

that I enjoyed wrestling more because I was a smaller kid,” Stefani 
said. “With the weight classes, I was able to compete against peo-
ple my size instead of people that were much bigger than me on 
the football field.”
However, the rapid development of the sport has presented some 

challenges for coaches Matthews and Stefani, who have been 
spread thin with the large increase in players. Matthews’ main con-

cern has been the lack of space in the small gym for practices given 
the large number of players.
“The larger we grow, the harder it makes to hold a sustainable 

program. If I have over 40 athletes, that’s a 20 to one ratio,” Mat-
thews said.
Despite the pressure that the growth of the sport has brought on 

to the wrestling team, Stefani said that the team would continue 
in their commitment to their students.
“We like to think we know how to make this the best experi-

ence for everybody,” Stefani said. “Even if we had 10 more kids, we 
would make it work, because at the end of the day, we just want 
as many people to experience the sport of wrestling as possible.”

STUDENTS TAKE TO THE MAT
Branham students embrace California’s fastest-growing sport

Game Changer

WRESTLING

New junior college eligibility ruling impacts Branham students hoping to continue in athletics

COLLEGE SPORTS

Getty Images
Photo of Vanderbilt Quarterback Diego Pavia. Pavia sued the NCAA on the grounds that his two years at JUCO didn’t count toward his 
eligbility for the NCAA. He would end up winning the court case and open the door for changing the eligbility rules entirely.

Francisco Pham/ Bear Witness
Sophomore Cali Carson wrestles with a Lincoln opponent during one of Branham’s home meets.



YUJIN CHO
News Editor

Music fills the lives of many people—whether 
it’s for casual listening or deeper, emotional 

connections. “Mainstream music,” or popular and 
trending music, often receives recognition from large 
audiences while “underground music” on the other 
hand goes more unnoticed and garners less attention 
from listeners. 
In a poll of 182 Bear Witness readers, 64% of stu-

dents reported that they listened to mainstream mu-
sic while 36% listened to underground music.
Junior poll respondent Sophia Heo believes that 

music helps her connect with both other people and 
her own emotions. 

“Music has been such a foundation of all my emo-
tions [that] helps me truly understand what I'm feel-
ing and know what other people are going through,” 
Heo said.
Heo, who believes that artist recognition or popu-

larity is not determinative of music quality, naturally 
gravitates to music that she has emotional connection 
with. One of her top artists is Cool, a South Kore-
an band that produces songs in the K-pop genre and 
does not receive a lot of recognition in America.
Heo thinks that because most mainstream artists 

started small, every underground or unknown artist 
has the potential to grow. 
“There are popular musicians now who started off 

with low quality productions and rose to fame. d4vd 

made music in his closet [before] and became really 
popular, and his production got so much bigger,” Heo 
said. “It's about talent and the connection you make 
with people and finding people that relate to you.”
David Burke, known professionally as d4vd, is an 

alternative musician who began his career in a small 
home-scale production as a 15-year-old teenage boy. 
Starting as an underground artist, he quickly met suc-
cess, with three singles charting in the Billboard Top 
100 since 2022.
Similar to Heo, English teacher Lauren Cellini cre-

ates emotional connections with music.
“Music can be something to connect to,” Cellini said. 

“Music tells a story, and there are so many different 
topics that are covered. Anyone can find something 
that they relate to, and can attribute an emotion or 
an experience to it.”
Cellini claims the popularity or recognition of an 

artist doesn’t determine the quality of the music they 
produce. She believes there can be some benefits 
from listening to smaller artists.
“It's cool to listen to more underground artists be-

cause they're trying to establish their careers, and it 
is something different,” Cellini said. “[When you’re] 
sharing [a smaller artist] with someone else, you're 
spreading the word about someone new, which 
could be cool.”
Senior Ryan Fields listens to popular rock music 

from the ‘90s. His top artists include Nirvana, The 
Smashing Pumpkins and Green Day. Fields also 
does not think artist recognition or popularity is de-
terminative in the quality of their music.
“What makes you feel good listening is what 

[should matter],” Fields said. “I don't think any stig-
ma should exist on if it's popular music or not pop-
ular music. [Your music taste] should be what makes 
you happy [and what] you enjoy listening to.”

14 BEAR WITNESS     |    FEBRUARY  2025    |      BHSBEARWITNESS.NOTION.SITE

ARTS&CULTURE
MINI REVIEWS

MOVIE

 Nosferatu
Directed by Robert Eggers

Focus Features

What is it: Nosferatu is the 
newest adaptation of the Gothic 
classic, released in 1922. Loosely 
based on Bram Stroker's "Dracula", 
the 2024 film features Lily-Rose 
Depp as a lonesome wife who calls 
to the supernatural world for help. 
Unbeknownst to her, her longing 
releases an age old creature who 
will stop but nothing to get what 
he wants – her devotion. 

Liked: The movie is beautifully 
shot, each scene providing depth 
and brilliant color grading that 
adds to the world building in 1839 
Germany. 

Disliked: The pacing is a little 
off, as towards the end it loses 
some of its intensity. The runtime 
is also a bit long, and maybe could 
have been cut down to sustain its 
momentum and finish without any 
awkward pausing in pacing. 

—Dylan Collisson

ALBUM

DeBÍTiRAR MáS FOTOS
Bad Bunny

Rimas Entertainment

What is it: DeBÍTiRAR MáS FOTOS 
is Puerto Rican singer Bad Bunny’s 
sixth studio album, which,  upon 
release, rose to number one on the 
US Billboard 200.

Liked: This album is a beautiful 
tribute to Puerto Rico. Bad Bunny 
mixes his modern reggaeton with 
traditional Puerto Rican songs to 
create a refreshing new twist.

Disliked: There are a few songs 
that feature collaborations with 
other artists, that I feel weren't 
necessary. The songs would have 
been better with just Bad Bunny.

—  Tamara Restrepo 

MOVIE

Mufasa 
Directed by Barry Jenkins

Walt Disney Studios

What is it: A prequel to “The 
Lion King”, telling the story of a 
young Mufasa.

Liked: I really enjoyed the 
stunning visuals and immersive 
world-building. Disney’s photo-
realistic visuals bring the African 
savanna to life with unparalleled 
detail.

Disliked: The Disney magic that 
was so prevalent in the original 
films is nowhere to be seen in this 
movie. The storyline is repetitive, 
with a predictable villian The 
atmosphere and mood are not 
comparable to The Lion King, and 
the art direction is nowhere to be 
found in Mufasa. This film lacks in 
every way the achievements of the 
original animated film.

	 — Tomer Vardi

Modern media, particularly movies, face criticism for their similar nature.
MEDIA, MEDIA, MEDIA!

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY

Recognizing Talent 

HAILEY STEED
Staff Writer

Whether it’s constant sequels or reboots, the 
same actors in every movie or similar plots, 

many people have an annoyance with the media’s 
seemingly repetitive nature.
In a Bear Witness poll, 84% of 178 respondents 

agreed that modern media can be repetitive.
English and English Language Development teach-

er, Stuti Arora, echoes this sentiment as an avid mov-
iegoer. 
“The movies that most people watch are not very 

interesting and derivative,” Arora said.
According to Arora, sequels such as “Moana 2” or 

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” are representative of the 
industry’s repetitive nature. Both movies were finan-
cial successes, yet they received mixed reactions from 
audiences. Moana 2 received a 61% critic review on 
Rotten Tomatoes, and Beetlejuice Beetlejuice gar-
nered a 6.7/10 rating on IMDb. Arora describes such 
sequels as repetitive and of poor quality.
Other sequels that tend to revive a more negative 

feedback include sequels like “He's All That” (2021), 
which received a score of 4.4/10 on IMDb and 29% 
critic review on Rotten Tomatoes. This was remade 
from the original movie She's All That (1999) which 
received a 5.9/10 on IMDb and 41% critic review on 
Rotten Tomatoes. 
Arora believes that this issue is a side effect of the 

industry’s streaming-focused shift.
“With a lot of TV shows [or movies], they're meant 

to just be put on without being paid attention to,” 
Arora said. “In that sense, the quality is declining.”
Nine out of the top 10 highest-grossing films of 

2024 were continuations of existing franchises, ac-
cording to Box Office Mojo.
Sophomore Christine Ha points out how it seems 

to her that studios’ only motive is monetary gain, 
which can result in repetitive results. By focusing on a 
specific formula for a “good” movie, it prevents indus-
tries from taking risks and trying out more creative 
ideas.
“I know that companies do try to profit off of one 

franchise, and they try to do it over and over again,” 
Ha said.
However, Ha explains that she enjoys movies based 

on existing media, such as “Wicked”, a 2024 film ad-
aptation of the Broadway musical of the same name, 
when it’s done in a creative way.
“Turning Wicked into a movie was one of the best 

things they could have possibly done,” Ha said. “I 
could tell that they put a lot of effort into it, and that 
they made it original. They also added new elements 
that didn't divert too much [from the plot], which 
made it really interesting and new.”
Wicked has received immense praise and gained 

widespread popularity, trending on social media. 
With a large fanbase, it has now become the high-
est-grossing film based on a Broadway musical. The 

film also earned multiple Oscar nominations, includ-
ing Best Picture.
The film adaptation of Wicked, according to Mov-

ie Rant, was first announced in 2012, which raised 
anticipation and audience excitement for its perfor-
mance as a remake-style adaptation. Ha praises the 
producer's execution, specifically the director’s vision.
“You can tell when they're really putting their soul 

into it and they're making it because they enjoy 
[making something new],” Ha said. “Whereas they're 
milking out the same franchise and they're just doing 
it to make money, and that just seems shallow, inau-
thentic and just boring.”
Sophomore Maurvi Pathak shared a similar sen-

timent, emphasizing the importance of artistic and 
meaningful stories, contrasting the recurring stories 
she describes.
“Instead of focusing on making remakes, [they need 

to be] trying to come up with new, elaborate and 
more creative plots,” Pathak said. 
Arora believes something similar applies when it 

comes to casting. Actors are a central part of movies, 
serving as the face of their work. Their performanc-
es can shape a film's reception, and their ability to 
bring characters to life can draw in audiences. How-
ever, Arora argues that certain actors frequently play 
similar roles, leading to this monotony on the screen.
“I feel like there are some actors that just play the 

same characters over and over again,” Arora said. 

Some movies stand out because of their unique sto-
ries and the versatility of their actors. Arora believes 
films like this are more engaging, especially when ac-
tors take on a range of challenging roles.
Arora praises “Dune: Part II”, specifically highlight-

ing performances of Zendaya and Timothée Chala-
met, who are both younger actors.
“I do think there's a new generation of actors that 

are coming up, like Zendaya and Timothée Chala-
met, who are taking on more challenging roles,” Aro-
ra said.
Both actors’ diverse roles, Arora believes, represent a 

generation of performers that audiences enjoy watch-
ing because they avoid repetitiveness.
“There's really good stuff out there to watch if peo-

ple seek it out,” Arora said.
Ha, on the other hand, sees the audience as a key 

force in shaping how movies are produced.
“Consumers are kind of feisty, and they will say 

their opinion on social media,” Ha said. “If they keep 
saying what they believe in, I'm sure it’ll eventually 
[reach] the director.”
Arora believes the industry’s originality could be 

improved using the suggestions of audiences, and 
focus more on meaningful and innovative storylines 
instead.
“There's too many sequels or remakes,” Arora said. 

“Sequels are cool when it feels necessary and it's a 
new story, but they are often completely unnecessary.” 

Students find deeper appreciation in underground artists

Source: Spotify

MUSIC TASTES

Hailey Steed/Bear Witness
Two similar posters for movies with similar plots, both realeasd in the same year

Taylor Swift
Genres: pop and funk

Spotify's top artists, songs and albums of 2024
Most-streamed artists globally Most-streamed songs globally Most-streamed albums globally

The Weeknd
Genres: R&B and soul

Bad Bunny
Genres: Latin trap and 
reggaeton

“Espresso” by Sabrina 
Carpenter

“Beautiful Things” by 
Benson Boone

“BIRDS OF A FEATHER” 
by Billie Eilish

THE TORTURED POETS 
DEPARTMENT: THE 
ANTHOLOGY by Taylor 
Swift

HIT ME HARD AND SOFT 
by Billie Eilish

Short n’ Sweet by 
Sabrina Carpenter
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IN SCHOOL

Multicultural Night
Mar. 7

Cafeteria 
What is it: Branham will cele-

brate the different cultures across 
campus with language classes and 

various clubs.

Backstage Bruins

Chicago
Mar. 20- 22, 27-29

 Performance Arts Center
What is it: Nightclub sensation 

Velma murders her philandering 
husband, and Chicago's slickest 

lawyer, Billy Flynn, is set to defend 
her. But when Roxie also winds up 
in prison, Billy takes on her case, 
turning her into a media circus of 
headlines. Neither woman will be 
outdone in their fight against each 
other and the public for fame and 

celebrity.

OUT OF SCHOOL

97th Academy Awards
Mar. 2

What it is: The 2025 installment 
all of the annual Academy Awards, 

also known as the Oscars, which 
will award films released in 2024.

Hosted by Conan O'Brien, the 
ceremony, airing on ABC, will start 

at 4pm.

Movies

Paddington 3
Feb. 14

Directed Dougal Wilson
What it is: When Paddington dis-
covers his beloved aunt has gone 

missing from the Home for Retired 
Bears, he and the Brown family 
head to the jungles of Peru to 

find her. Determined to solve the 
mystery, the family soon stumble 

across a legendary treasure as 
they make their way through the 

rainforests of the Amazon.

Captain America: Brave New 
World
Feb. 14

Directed by Julius Onah
What it is: Sam Wilson finds 

himself in the middle of an inter-
national incident after meeting 
with President Thaddeus Ross. 

He must soon discover the reason 
behind a nefarious global plot 

before the true mastermind has 
the entire world seeing red.

Music

Short n’ Sweet (Deluxe)
Sabrina Carpenter 

Feb. 14
What it is: American singer-song-

writer will release the deluxe 
version of her sixth studio album. 
It will feature four new songs and 

a new version of “Please, Please 
Please” with singer-actress, Dolly 

Patron.

Mayhem
Lady Gaga

Mar. 7
What it is: Lady Gaga is set to 
release her eighth studio pop 
album, featuring singles like 
“Disease”, “Abracadabra”, and 

Grammy Award-winning song “Die 
with a Smile”.

—Compiled by Noa Muyal

ARTS&CULTURE

Students reflect on not being able to watch certain cartoons as children
WATCH OR BOTCH

NOA MUYAL
Staff Writer

If you’ve ever had to sit on the side-
line of a conversation, awkwardly 

laughing at a reference someone made 
to a show everyone else apparently 
watched when they were seven, then 
you may have experienced, for better or 
worse, what parental media restriction 
is like.
According to a BuzzFeed article 

about controversial shows, many kids 
weren’t allowed to watch certain shows 
because parents didn’t want their kids 
to learn the behaviors shown in shows, 
such as inappropriate jokes or personal 
values.
Other parents, however, believe that 

certain fast-paced and over-stimulat-
ing shows, like SpongeBob and Co-
Comelon, can damage their child’s 
development and cloud concentration. 
The National Library of Medicine 
tested this theory and found that just 
nine minutes of fast-paced shows can 
damage a child’s executive functioning 
skills. Those skills include organization, 
emotional control, task initiation and 
memory.
A Bear Witness Instagram poll of 206 

respondents revealed that 75% were al-
lowed to watch “controversial” shows 
such as “SpongeBob Squarepants”, 
"Caillou” and “Dora The Explorer”. In 
comparison, the other 25% had more 
restrictions on their media content.
Some parents, such as math teacher 

Daniel Winsor, feel that the maturi-
ty level of these shows doesn't line up 
with the demographic they are market-
ed for. 

“The jokes and humor [in Sponge-
Bob] were just a little more mature 
than the age of my kid," Winsor said. 
“If the content, the theme and the con-
versations are above the level of the kid, 
then you just have to think if you're go-
ing to [allow them to watch it] or not.” 
Instead of monitoring their kids’ 

TV content all the time, parents like 
Winsor set age limits on their devices. 
However, with multiple kids comes the 
struggle of maintaining age-appropri-
ate films for each child’s maturity level.
“With my first kid [I was] extra care-

ful,” Winsor said. “By the time we got 
to the youngest one, he was watching 
[more hardcore cartoons] partly be-
cause I wasn't worried about it as much 
anymore and his older brothers were 
watching it already.” 
Sophomore Jackson Kuljis didn’t 

have many restrictions on his television 
content and largely got to watch what-
ever he wanted. 
“[My parents] would have probably 

let me [watch R-rated movies] if I 
asked,” Kuljis said. “They normally got 
mad if [movies] had swear words, but 
they didn't care about violence.” 
However, Kuljis also mentions that he 

had some media limitations when he 

was younger like many other Branham 
students. 
Sophomore Lily Jensen had stricter 

limits. Jenson mentioned that if there 
were conversations about shows she 
couldn’t watch, she would listen to 
what others said but wouldn’t be able 
to contribute. She states that being 

unable to talk in social settings 
didn’t affect her social develop-
ment or make her feel like she 
missed out on many conversa-
tions and shows. 
Despite not al- w a y s 

being able to 
c on t r i b u t e 
to social 
c onve r s a -
tions about 
shows like 
SpongeBob, 
Jenson un-
derstands 
w h y 
t h o s e 
restric-
t i o n s 
stood in 
place. 
“I was 

a n n o y e d 
[ a b o u t 
some re- s t r i c -
tions] but it didn't 
bother me too much,” Jenson said. “I 
wasn't mad at my parents and I un-
derstand why they made those restric-
tions because some shows were bad for 
younger kids.”
Furthermore, students like Jenson 

agree that they will place similar rules 
if they have kids in the future, especial-
ly with social media. Since social media 
apps are another way to get entertain-
ment in a variety of ways, many people 
fear it is the source of new problems 
for kids today. For this reason, Jenson 
believes limiting social media access is

 not a negative thing. 
“Social media can ruin a lot of things 

and can create insecurities, so I would 
place similar restrictions like the ones I 
had,” Jenson said.

Grace Ngo/Special to the Bear Witness

AIDAN WEILER
Arts & Culture Editor

With the Academy Awards just a few weeks 
away, I have taken the opportunity to watch 

and review the nominees, to help you decide what is 
worth your time and what isn't. 
Before I start, I do have to point out that I was un-

fortunately unable to get out to the theaters to catch 
I'm Still Here. Additionally, remember that all of this 
is my own opinion. 

Anora is the best film of the year. When a sex worker 
marries the son of a Russian oligarch, his parents do 
everything in their power to break off the marriage, 
resulting in both the funniest and most emotionally 
devestating nominee. Director Sean Baker continues 
to focus on less depicted members of society, with his 
same deft touch and empathy. The film is a master-
piece of mixing genres – while not a straight forward 
comedy, this film has some of the funniest scenes I’ve 
seen this year. But this movie is never scared of dip-
ping into deep drama, depicting the ups and downs 
of the lifestyle of its main character, played by Mickey 
Madison. This film is not for everyone – it is extreme-
ly intense and explicit, but for those who can handle 
it, they will be well rewarded with a modern master-
piece. 10/10

The Brutalist is a modern epic. The film revolves 
around holocaust survivor Lazlo Toth, who im-
migrates to America in order to further pursue his 
architectural career. The film is epic in scale, with a 
vast story, beautiful cinematography and unbeliev-
able scope. The film is over three and a half hours, 
but earns every second. The Brutalist is split cleanly in 
half by an intermission, with the more optimistic first 
half perfectly setting up the downer second half. Ev-
ery performance in the films is fantastic, but Adrien 
Brody and Guy Pearce are the clear standouts. They 
are absolutely deserving of every piece of praise they 
have received. The film is a large commitment, with a 
very long runtime and emotionally draining story, but 
it certainly worth your time. 10/10

Nickel Boys is the most unique film of this batch 
of nominees. It tells the story of two African Amer-
ican boys, who are forced to go to an abusive reform 
school in the 1960s. What makes this film so special 
is the fact that it is shot entirely from the first person 
perspectives of the two main characters. This conceit 
could easily turn into a gimmick in the hands of lesser 
filmmakers, but director RaMell Ross and cinema-
tographer Jomo Fray use it to its fullest potential. The 
film hits hard emotionally and tells a powerful story, 
even if it is a bit too long. 8/10

The Substance is an extreme, viseral experience. 
Body horror is not a genre one would typically ex-
pect to be awarded at the Oscars, but The Substance 
received a total of five nominations. The film tells the 
story of an aging actress, played by Demi Moore in 
an indelible performance of deep emotion, who un-
dergoes a sketchy scientific process that results in the 
creation of a younger clone of herself, played by Mar-
garet Qualley. This film is not subtle – its messages 
about how Hollywood treats aging women is blatant-
ly obvious – but doesn’t necessarily need subtlety for 
the film to hit. As to be expected, the effects are great. 
I am pleasantly surprised that the academy is recog-
nizing a film as gross, intense and over the top as this 
one. 8/10

Conclave is engrossing, if not entierly essential. The 
film tells the story of the power struggles that occur 
within the Catholic Church during the election of the 
next pope after the death of the previous one. Ralph 
Fiennes gives an incredible performance as the lead-
er of a more progressive faction of the church, trying 
to prevent the church from falling into the hands of 
a less forgiving leader. While the film is about the 
church on its surface, it is still enjoyable to non re-
ligious viewers like myself, who are able to appreci-
ate the intriguing story and striking cinematography. 
However, I did not love the ending, which felt like it 
cared about being a twist first and a satisfying ending 
second. 8/10

Dune Part II is a technical marvel. Denis Ville-

nueve continues his adaptation of the Dune saga, 
once again bringing grand spectacle and thrills to the 
screen. I saw this film in the theater when it came 
out, and let me tell you, on the big screen, the visu-
als are incredible. Villenueve continues to prove that 
he is one of the best working blockbuster directors. 
However, the story did not engage me as much as his 
earlier films; Chalamet’s performance is good, but the 
emotions failed to hit. Still, on a purely technical level, 
Dune II is an incredible film. 8/10

A Complete Unknown is nothing special. It is yet 
another musical biopic, this time focusing on Bob 
Dylan, and is exactly what one would expect. It hits 
nearly every beat in the formula that every musical 
biopic seems to follow. Everything about this film is 
merely adequate – Chalamet is good, but not Oscar 
worthy in my opinion. The film is not ugly, but not ex-
actly visually striking. Director James Mangold does 
a fine enough job, but there are no choices made that 
particularly stand out. Obviously, the music is great, 
but I feel like I barely learned anything substantive 
about the the man behind it. 6/10

Wicked is a populist hit, but not exactly awards 
worthy. I don’t hate Wicked. Musicals are clearly not 
my favorite genre, as shown by the fact that the two 
on this list occupy the bottom two spots. Some part 
of me feels a little bad about that. There was clearly 
care put into this film; the costuming and especially 
set design are stand out elements. It’s for me, musicals 
have extra barriers they have to jump to get me to like 
them, and I acknowledge that that’s on me, not film. 
There are some more objective faults I have with the 
film. For one, the lighting is bad. Nearly every scene 
is blown out and bathed in overwhelming backlights, 
which ends up making the film look flat and dull, 
something that should not be said about a musical 
inspired by “The Wizard of Oz.” Additionally, even 
though the film is only the first half of the musical, 
Wicked is over 2 hours and 40 minutes. Unlike The 
Brutalist, I do not think this movie earns its exagger-
ated run time. 5/10

Emilia Perez is the most controversial film on this 
list. Emilia Perez is a musical that tells the story of 
a Mexican cartel leader, who undergoes gender re-
assignment with the help of a famous lawyer. The 
film aims to put forward positive representation for 
the Mexican and trans communities, but from what 
I have read, both groups seem to have their reserva-
tions with the film. But that isn’t the only issue here 
– the filmmaking here, quite frankly, is awful. The 
cinematography is ugly, the story is bad, and even I, a 
non-musical fan, could tell that the songs were badly 
written. Why this terrible film got 13 Oscar nomina-
tions is beyond me. The only redeeming factor is that 
the performances are (mostly) bearable, and the fact 
that the film is never boring, if only to marvel at all 
the awful decisions being made. 2/10

 Oscar Reviews
2025 Academy Award for Best Picture Nominees, Reviewed 

CARTOONS

MOVIE REVIEWS

My five favorites of the nominees
Neon A24 Amazon Studios Mubi Focus Features



If you chose mostly B’s...

You would love listening to rap music, including 

music by Kendrick Lamar. You like to listen to 

music that’s outside the box made by new and 

innovative artists.

Recommendations:

“Beef FloMix” by Flo Milli, “Hunnid” by 100 Days 

100 Nights (Lucki), “Chapter Six”  by Kendrick 

Lamar

If you chose mostly A’s...

You’re most like PinkPantheress. R&B music is the 

way to go. You like the smooth, sultry vibe that 

comes with this genre and likely seek depth and 

connection in your music.

Recommendations:

“Feel Complete” by PinkPantheress, “Diamond 

Boy” by SZA, “Favour” by Avenoi

If you chose mostly D’s...

Your vibe is country music, and you’d love tunes by 

Treaty Oak Revival. From road trip sing-a-longs to 

bluesy guitars, you enjoy this rustic genre.

Recommendations:

“Missed Call” by Treaty Oak Revival, “Unrung” by 

Turnpike Troubadours, “Tattooed Roses” by Treaty 

Oak Revival

If you chose mostly C’s...

Clairo is the artist for you, and pop music is proba-

bly more your style. You enjoy keeping up with the 

times and singing along with  your friends.

Recommendations:

“Add Up My Love” by Clairo, “PUSH 2 START” by 

Tyla, “Real Man” by Beabadoobee

Take this quiz to find out 
which up-and-coming artist you are!  Use the space at 

the bottom to keep track of 
your score.

MUSIC MANIA

Fa v o r i t e  s o n g  o f  2 0 2 4 ?

S a t u r n  -  S Z A  ( A )

N o t  L i k e  U s  -  K e n d r i c k  L a m a r  ( B )

E s p r e s s o  -  S a b r i n a  C a r p e n t e r  ( C )

C h a s i n ’ Yo u  -  M o r g a n  Wa l l e n  ( D )

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  r a t h e r  s p e n d  a 

F r i d a y  n i g h t ? 

A  n i g h t  o u t  w i t h  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  c i t y 

( A )

Ta k i n g  a  n i g h t  d r i v e  ( B )

R e a d i n g  a  g o o d  b o o k  ( C )

A  m u s i c  f e s t i v a l  ( D )

W h e r e  a r e  y o u r  g o - t o s  f o r  b u y i n g 

c l o t h e s ? 

T h r i f t  S t o r e s  a n d  D e p o p  ( A )

A r c ’ t e r y x  a n d  C a r h a r t t  ( B )

B r a n d y  M e l v i l l e  a n d  H o l l i s t e r  ( C )

L e v i ’s  a n d  B o o t  B a r n  ( D )

I f  y o u r  2 0 2 4  w a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  a 

m o v i e ,  w h i c h  f a m o u s  a c t o r  w o u l d 

p l a y  y o u ?

Z e n d a y a  ( A )

Wi l l  S m i t h  ( B )

S c a r l e t t  J o h a n s s o n  ( C )

M a t t h e w  M c C o n a u g h e y  ( D )

 W h a t  i s  y o u r  g o - t o  o r d e r  a t  a 

r e s t a u r a n t ? 

Ta c o s  ( A ) 

B u r g e r  a n d  F r i e s  ( B )

 Pa s t a  w i t h  R e d  S a u c e  ( C )

 S t e a k  w i t h  M a s h e d  Po t a t o e s  ( D )

W h a t  w o r d  i s  m o s t  c o m m o n l y 

u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l -

i t y ? 

C h i l l  ( A ) 

I n t e n s e  ( B )

F r i e n d l y  ( C ) 

E n e r g e t i c  ( D ) 

W h i c h  a p p  d o  y o u  o p e n  f i r s t  a f t e r 

c o m i n g  h o m e  f r o m  s c h o o l ?

S p o t i f y  ( A )

T i kTo k  ( B )

I n s t a g r a m  ( C )

S n a p c h a t  ( D )

W h i c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r a v e l 

d e s t i n a t i o n s  i s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  y o u r 

l i s t ?

L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f .  ( A )

N e w  Yo r k  C i t y,  N . Y.  ( B )

O ’a h u ,  H a w a i i  ( C )

N a s h v i l l e ,  Te n n .  ( D )

Fa v o r i t e  m o v i e  g e n r e ? 

T h r i l l e r  ( A )

A c t i o n  ( B )

R o m a n c e  ( C ) 

O l d - We s t e r n  ( D )

Fa v o r i t e  c o l o r ?

B l u e  ( A )

B l a c k  ( B )

P i n k  ( C ) 

R e d  ( D )

—Compiled by Naomi Bergman and Dylan Collisson
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